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Supreme Command on Burmese Border Situation 
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Greater Chemical Weapon Use in Kampuchea Feared 
[BANGKOK WORLD 22 Mar] 
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[NATION REVIEW 23 Mar] 

Athit on Plans To Strengthen Reserve Forces 
[BANGKOK POST 22 Mar] 
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NAKASONE NAMES KOMOTO ACTING PRIME MINISTER 


OW230i131 Tokyo KYODO in English 0109 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 21 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone named Fconomic 
Planning Agency chief Toshio Komoto as acting premier Friday while he is on a four- 
day visit to China starting the same day, a government spokesman said. Nakasone 
picked Chief Cabinet Secretary Takao Fujinami as acting foreign minister. Foreign 
Minister Shintaro Abe will accompany Nakasone on the China tour. 


JSP SAYS N. KOREA DEFENSE BUDGET OVERESTIMATED 


OW221205 Tokyo KYODO In English 1150 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 22 KYODO -- The Japanese Government probably overestimated North 
Korea's defense budget to justify its greater spending, a Japan Socialist Party 
Diet member claimed Thursday. House of Councillors member Uutaka Shitoma raised 

the question on the basis of conflicting estimates of North Korea's defense budget 
by the Defense Agency and the Foreign Ministry. 


In the 1983 annual paper on Japan's national defense, the agency said North Korea 
allocated 20 to 25 percent of its gross national product (GNP) to defense, compared 
with 7 to 8 percent estimated by the Foreign Ministry, according to Shitoma. 


Speaking at an upper house budget committee meeting, he said other independent 
estimates put North Korea's defense spending at less than 10 percent of the country's 
GNP. Shitoma said the Defense Agency probably overestimated North Korea's defense 
budget in an attempt to justify Japan's greater defense spending. Japan's defense 
spending is to rise 6.55 percent under the proposed budget for fiscal 1984 beginning 
in April. This compares with a mere 0.5 percent raise in the overall fiscal 1984 
budget, the smallest increase in almost three decades. 


In response, the agency's chief councillor, Kiyoshi Fukukawa, said its estimates 

of North Korea's defense budget is based on a detailed analysis of the country's 
military strength which, he said, is superior to South Korea both in terms of quality 
and quantity. 


North Korea earlier said it has allocated 3.83 billion won (1.7 billion dollars) for 
defense in its 1984 budget. This represents 14.6 percent of the total budget. 
The exact size of North Korea's GNP is not available. 


FRENCH FIRM EASES URANIUM ENRICHMENT TERMS 


OW161253 Tokyo KYODO in English 1220 GMT 16 Mar 84 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO -- A French state-run nuclear fuel recycling corp. 
Friday notified Japan of its plan to ease terms on uranium enrichment. Compagnie 
Generale des Matieres Nucleaires (COGEM), which carries out about 10 percent of all 
uranium enrichment for Japan's electric power industry, will follow earlier U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) moves to soften the terms of enrichment contracts. While 
details have not yet been worked out, COGFM officials are reported to have presented 
more advantageous terms to Japan than the DOE in terms, for example, of prices. 
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U.S. FORCES CONDUCT EXERCISE TO ATRLIFT WOUNDED 


~- 


SK230044 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2207 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA) -- The U.S. imperialist aggressors carried out on 
March 21 an "exercise of airlifting of the wounded" by transport plane at a base 

in the central sector of the front as part of the "Team Spirit 84" war exercises, 
according to "Radio No 2" in Seoul. They kicked up a row of carrying wounded soldiers 
to the rear from the front with the mobilisation of the transport plane "C 130." 


This airlifting exercise is another example proving that their "Team Spirit 84" is 
a sinister exercise of war provocation designed to start a war of northward invasion. 


PAPER VIEWS U.S. SPECIAL UNIT IN OKINAWA 


SK221214 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0755 GMT 22 Mar 84 
[NODONG SINMUN 22 March commentary: "A Dangerous Signal of a New Year" 


[Text] Wherever U.S. special operations units set foot, war breaks out and its flames 
spread. This happened in Southeast Asia in the past and is taking place in Grenada 
and El Savlador today. Under the pretext of countering a so-called dispute, the U.S. 
imperialist aggressors are trying to denloy a special operations unit, which adopts 
interference in other countries and intrigue as its main job and which has received 
special training in the Far East. 


The U.S. Army officially announced that it will deploy a special operations unit in 
Okinawa within the month. The decision on the deployment of a U.S. Army special 
operations unit in Okinawa is evoking apprehension from people. This is all the more 
so because such a measure was taken when tensions are aggravated daily in Korea and 
Okinawa is being further perfected as a frontline base for the U.S. imperialists' war 
of aggression against Korea. A vast number of U.S. imperialists’ war means massed in 
Okinawa are, above all, directing their spearhead of attack at Korea. 


The main force of U.S. Armed Forces units -- Air “orce and Marines in particular -- 
which have been thrown into the "Team Spirit 84" war exercise being fiercely staged 
in South Korea and its vicinal waters is made up of combat armed forces which are 
entrenched in Okinawa. F-15 fighter-bomber capable of carrying nuclear weapons, RF-4 
reconnaissance planes, KC-135 air refueling planes and an (?E-3-AA) early warning 
aircraft, which commands combat operations in the air in an emergency, are flying 
from Okinawa to South Korea. 


It is no secret from anyone that the U.S. combat forces stationed in Okinawa are 
ready for action at any moment, frequently holding landing and naval operations, 
simulating a war in Korea, an. holding even sham nuclear-bomb dropping exercises. 
The U.S. imperialists are planning to deploy a special operations unit in Okinawa 
as they perfect preparations to provoke a war in Korea. This is a dangerous signal 
that they are seeking an opportunity to light the fuse of war. 


Residents in Okinawa are expressing apprehension, saying the island is wrapped 

in an atmosphere of the eve of war. Maneuvers to deploy unwelcome guests with the 
mission of special operations on this island are arousing their great indignation 

and protest. On i9 March, the assembly of [word indistinct], where a U.S. Army special 
operations unit is slated to be deployed, on Okinawa, unanimously adopted a statement 
calling for immediately stopping its deployment and a resolution opposing it and 

sent their demand to the Japanese Government authorities. This reflects the opinion 

of the residents of Okinawa. 
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The United States must stop the deployment of its special operations unit in Okinawa at 
once and discontinue their war provocation maneuvers against the Korean people. This is 
a unanimous demand of the Japanese, Korean, and Asian peoples. If the United States 
dared to follow the road of war in defiance of the demands of peoples, it would not gain 
good results. 


NODONG SINMUN DEMANDS STOP TO 'TEAM SPIRIT’ 


SK220501 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0427 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA) -- Papers today, commenting on the fact that the U.S. 
imperialists who started the "Team Spirit 84" joint military rehearsal entered into 
full-dress operation exercises from March 20, stress that they must put an immediate 

end to their reckless exercises increasing the danger of war and respond to the proposal 
of tripartite talks. 


The author of a NODONG SINMUN commentary says: Near Pohang on the east coast of South 
Korea the U.S. imperialists started landing operation exercises participated in by their 
forces and puppet army 50,000 strong and held a large-scale sortie exercise in the 
central sector of the front. Due to the ever more undisguised war provocation manoeuvres 
of the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, a dangerous situation which may trigger off 

a war any moment has now been created in our country and our people are confronted with 

a grave challenge. Our people are heightening vigilance against this. 


Though the U.S. imperialists are threatening us by holding the war exercises, no problem 
can be solved by military threat. The Korean question must be solved not by strength 
but a peaceful means through dialogue and negotiation. The United States and South 
Korea are brandishing weapons to start a war. But there is no chance in our stand to 
solve the Korean question peacefully through tripartite talks. 


CHON'S REMARKS ON JOINT EXERCISE DERIDED 


SK230427 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0400 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA) -- The Traitor Chon Tu-hwan prowled about various 

areas on March 21, trying to justify the moves to provoke a war of northward invasion and 
inciting war fever at a time when the ''Team Spirit 84" war exercises were going on with 
increased frenzy, according to a report of radio "Hanguk Munhwa" from Seoul. 


He went to the headquarters of the U.S. First Army Corps and, in his foolish attempt to 
beautify the "Team Spirit 84," even let out the treacherous trash that it would "be 
conducive" to "the preservation of world peace." This vividly showed that the traitor 
was maliciously challenging the unbiased public opinion of the world calling for an 
immediate stop to the criminal war game that increases the danger of war on the Korean 
peninsula and threatens world peace and was running about like a headless chicken to 
provoke a war of northward invasion at the instigation of the U.S. imperialists, his 
master. 


That day the puppet revealed his criminal intention to inflict the nuclear scourge upon 
the fellow countrymen and invade the northern half of the country by surprise. Suffice 
it to recall that he cried at units of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces and the 
puppet army that they should be prepared to "cope" with "chemical, biological and radio- 
active warfare" and that "capacity of nocturnal surprise attack" should be cultivated. 
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SOUTH CHARGED WITH SCHEMING 'TO GAG' PRESS 


SK230809 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0802 GMT 23 Mar 84 
("Scheme To Gag Press on South Korean Campus" -- KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA) -- The military fascist clique on March 21 made the 
deputy president of Seoul University cry for placing all the press activities on the 
campus under strict "government" control, contending that the press on the campus 
"should be placed under restriction" like the press in the society, according to a 
South Korean radio report. He also revealed the intention not to allow the expression 
of the students even through wall papers, complaining that six wall paper boards in 
Seoul university contained writings displeasing the fascist clique. 


This is part of the brutal repressive acts of the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique to crush 
the progressive activities of the students sensitive to things new and strong in the 
sense of justice by gagging them and stuffing their ears. They seek in this to put 
down the anti-U.S., anti-"government" sentiments growing among the South Korean 
students and head off their massive struggle. 


KCNA CITES TASS ON KWANGJU CAMPUS DISTURBANCE 


SK221553 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1527 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Moscow March 20 (KCNA) -- TASS March 20, reporting chat students again waged a 
fierce struggle in the South Korean city of Kwangju, said: According to reports from 
Japan, activists of underground youth organizations of South Korea captured one of 

the buildings of the local university campus on March 19. Demonstrations and meetings 
were held on its territory. 


The demonstrators demanded liquidation of repressive laws, the release of political 
prisoners, reinstatement of students dismissed from universities for participation in 
demonstrations. The latest outburst of disturbances is the first one in the course of 
spring actions which traditionally resolve in South Korea into violent clashes between 
the forces coming out for democracy, against the American occupation of the South of 
the Korean peninsula and the anti-people's dictatorship. 


In other report TASS said that student unrest has again flared up in the city of 
Kwangju and there were injured as a result of clashes between the puppet police and 
protesters in the student campus. TASS pointed out that local observers hold that the 
new flare-up of massive student unrest in Kwangju attests to deep discontent among 
broad sections of the South Korean population with the South Korean puppet regime's 
course at speeding up militaristic preparations and at further whipping up tension in 
the Korean peninsula. 


VRPR ASSAILS REINSTATEMENT OF PROFESSORS 


SK230920 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Station commentary ] 


[Text] In this hour, we will talk about the expelled professors opposition to the 
deceptive reinstatement step of the authorities and their strong demand for uncondi- 
tional reinstatement. 
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On 21 March, the 40 professors who are the members of the Expelled Professors Consulta- 
tive Organization issued an antigovernment statement demanding the unconditional 
reinstatement of the expelled professors. In the statement, they strongly claimed that 
the expelled professors should be reinstated without any conditions. In a press 
conference, Professor (An Pyong-mu), spokesman for the expelled professors' consulta- 
tive organization, said their professorships were illegally taken away by the South 
Korean fascist authorities and demanded the authorities restore their basic rights, 
criticizing the announcement of the authorities on the reinstatement of (86) expelled 
protessors as distorted. 


The assertions of the expelled professors are quite just and are a correct resistance 
to the Chon Tu-hwan ring's deceptive reinstatement step. As you know, the so-called 
reinstatement step, which was announced by the Chon Tu-hwan ring around the end of 
December last year, is nothing but a deceptive step disguised by a deceptive mask. 


The expelled professors are the progressive and conscientious professors who opposed 
fascism and aspired for freedom, democracy, and reunification. Their expulsion from 
campus, in itself, was an unjust act, and attaching conditions to their reinstatement 
is absurd. If the Chon Tu-hwan ring had the slightest genuine intention of reinstating 
the expelled professors, it would reinstate them unconditionally. The authorities, 
however, put forward various conditions, such as forcing the expelled professors to 
find employment at colleges other than those to which they previously belonged, and 

are attempting to reinstate only those professors who pledge obedience to and coopera- 
tion with their fascist rule. Because of these unjust maneuvers by the Chon Tu-hwan 
ring, the expelled professors are still unable to return to campus. 


Nevertheless, the authorities forged a false document called "the status of the rein- 
atated professors" and are distorting the facts with false publicity as if many 
expelled professors were reinstated. This is an intolerable crime to deceive and 
defile the expelled professors and the opinion of the society. For this reason, the 
expelled professors formed the Expelled Professors' Consultative Organization and are 
confronting the authorities in earnest, defying their deceptive reinstatement step. 


The Expelled Professors' Consultative Organization, in a communique issued recently, 
exposed and denounced that, ever since the so-called reinstatement step taken by the 
authorities, there has not been a single professor returned to the college where he 
was previously employed, and that it is absolute distortion and falsehood for the 
education authorities to announce, in the document called "the status of the reinstated 
professors," that many professors have been reinstated. It is absolutely just that the 
expelled professors of the Consultative Organization should expose and denounce the 
authorities' deceptive reinstatement step again and strongly demand that the authorities 
reinstate them unconditionally. Their just demand should be settled unconditionally 
and without delay. 


In spite of this, the Chon Tu-hwan ring turns away from the professors’ just demands, 
and, while imposing various conditions, they are attempting to reinstate only those 
expelled professors who flatter and submit to them. This shows that they have not the 
slightest intention of reinstating the expelled professors. 


The facts show that the authorities’ reinstatement step is a political trick to shield 
their fascist nature and to seduce the people. Through such appeasement and deceptive 
tactics, the Chon Tu-hwan ring is attempting to block the people's antigovernment 
struggle and to realize their ambition for long-term power. They will not, however, 
succeed in such a plot. Our masses will not be deceived by their cunning trick. 
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The Chon Tu-hwan ring should not seek such appeasement and seduction tactics, which will 
not prove effective, but should accept the just demands of the expelled professors uncon- 
ditionally and immediately and step down from power without delay in accordance with the 
consistent demand of the masses. The expelled professors will oppose the authorities’ 
deceptive reinstatement step and will carry on their unyielding struggle until their 

just demands are realized. 


POLISH PAPER VIEWS TRIPARTITE TALKS PROPOSAL 


AU211127 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 15 Mar 84 p 6 
[Article signed 'LIK': "Concerning the Future of a United Korea" ] 


[Text] The latest initiative of the supreme authorities of the DPRK concerning a way to 
solve the urgent problems of the Korean peninsula and unite the divided nation ought to 
be given serious attention and recognition. The initiative has been presented in a let- 
ter to the U.S. Government and Congress. However, it is difficult to say if the proposal 
to ease the situation has been received with the kind of understanding it deserves. 


More than 30 years ago, the war in Korea could have sparked a world conflict: Koreans 
suffered huge losses; with the help of the international solidarity of the socialist 
countries they repelled the American attack on their country, and with fraternal aid they 
were able to repair the damage quickly. They have made a huge effort in building socia- 
lism in their fatherland. They value their independence and their faith in the idea of 
socialism. It is from this moral and erotional standpoint that the proposals of the 
supreme DPRK authorities emerge. 


As we know, Korea is divided, not only in a political sense and frontiers, but also 
literally -- physically. The Americans have built a wall several meters high along the 
38th parallel, fitting it with heavy weapons and electronic surveillance equipment. This 
"technical achievement of the 20th century" was supposedto illustrate that the division is 
an irreversible fact. However, the right-thinking Koreans will not and cannot recognize 
this. They believe the road to national unity is divided into stages and leads through 
an easing of successive sources of tension. 


One of these sources is the replacement of the demarcation agreement in force at present, 
in which the U.S. Army has been and remains a party on the other side; representatives of 
the South Korean regime did not take part in the demarcation talk. Thus, the next step 
toward peace must come from the U.S. Government. Only then, in the opinion of the DPRK 
authorities, can one consider the parties on both sides of the artificially divided 38th 
parallel signing a nonaggression pact. Only then can the next step take place, aimed at 
creating a confederal state of Koryo that would represent the joint interests of Koreans 
in both parts of the peninsula. Such a confederal state could be represented in the 
United Nations and in its agencies. It could establish wider economic cooperation for 
both countries, and thus increase the chances for the entire people, even if the separate 
political systems are preserved. 


This sensible plan for settling tension in the world is encountering clear opposition 
from the South Korean regime. Instead of meeting Pyongyang's plan halfway or amending 
it, the South Korean generals are naming extra conditions. The DPRK Government believes 
the entire problem should be settled by means of a tripartite decision -- and thus 
besides Pyongyang and Seoul, the current American Government should also be present. 
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The Americans have proposed further that People's China take part. In the meantime, 

the Japanese have joined in the proposal, wishing also to take part in the issue. The 
Japanese have proposed in addition that the Soviet Union take part. Of course, e multi- 
lateral nature of the conference could guarantee its permanence after the eventual sign- 
ing of a peace treaty; that is certain. However, Koreans in Pyongyang believe that the 
number of sides in the conference is not as important as the actual commercement of 
talks between those sides that tool direct part in the conflict 30 years ago; in other 
words they are concerned with tripartitie talks. 


One cannot fail to notice that there are many international complications to the "Korean 
issue.'' However, it is a fact that the present balance of forces can only be undermined 
at great military risk to the United States, a global risk. It would therefore be safer 
to undertake efforts to consolidate peace in this part of the world. But in order to do 
this, the Americans and the Seoul government should sit down at the conference table. 
Without negotiations and without a political check of the intentions of the parties 
involved one cannot establish lasting peace on the peninsula, nor achieve full stabili- 
zation in the Far East. 


SOVIET ENVOY EXPLAINS CPSU MEETING TO PRESS 


SK230401 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0342 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA) -- A press conference was called at the Soviet Embassy 
in Pyongyang on March 22 in connection with the outcome of the February 1984 special 
plenary meeting of the CPSU Central Committee and the elections to the USSR Supreme 
Soviet. 


Addressing the press conference, Soviet Ambassador N.M. Shubnikov said that the deci- 
sions of the February special plenary meeting of the CPSU Central Committee have demon- 
strated the succession and continuity of the domestic and foreign policies of the CPSU 
and that the elections to the USSR Supreme Soviet of the 1lth convocation have egain 
proved an unbreakable unity of the CPSU and the Soviet people, the triumph of their way 
of life and the confidence of the Soviet people in the future. Referring to the 
friendly relations between the two parties and two countries, he remarked: The compre- 
hensive development and strengthening of the Soviet-Korean cooperation meets both the 
interests of the two countries and the tasks of providing peace in the Far East. 


The Soviet Union consistently supports the true struggle of the Korean people for peace- 
ful reunification of their country on the democratic basis, he declared. We express our 
solidarity with the demand for withdrawal of American troops from South Korea, for an 
end to provocative manoeuvres organized by American imperialists, for ending of the 
strengthening of tension on the Korean peninsula, he added. The USSR, N.M. Shubnikov 
stressed, supports the DPRK's proposal for tripartite talks and considers that the 
adoption of this proposal by the USA and South Korea can make a starting point for the 
settlement of the Korean problem. 
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NODONG SINMON MARKS TAX ABOLITION ANNIVERSARY 


SK210943 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2234 GMT 20 Mar 84 


[NODONG SINMUN 21 March special article: "Our Country's Most Superior Socialist System 
Which Provides the Working Masses With a Happy Material and Cultural Life"] 


[Text] Under the wise leadership of the party and leader, socialist construction in 
the 1980's is being energetically accelerated in our country. In the midst of this 
rewarding advance, our socialist system is consolidating and developing further and 
the people's living is improving endlessly. 


At a time like this, we are marking the meaningful 10th anniversary of the promulgation 
of the law that completely abolished the tax system in our country. A complete aboli- 

tion of taxes was a realization of centuries-old historical aspirations of the working 

people. It also was a great revolution that swept away an old legacy handed down from 

the old society of exploitation. 


The tax system came into existence when human society was split into classes that were 
hostile to each other and when states emerged and has been used by the ruling classes 
as means to maintain their ruling institutions and to plunder the working masses of 
people for thousands of years. The tax system has been the subject of the working 
masses’ grudge and curse. 


For a long time, our people have been harrassed by antipopular tax systems of all 
descriptions. In particular, they wriggled in the tangle of an unprecedented tax- 
squeezing-policy during the period of the Japanese imperialists' colonial rule, suffer- 
ing from pains and misery and feeling ill at ease all the time. Even today, the 
accursed tax system that plunders and exploits millions upon millions of working masses 
still exists on Earth. 


The abolition of the tax system is an important problem in guaranteeing the working 
masses an independent and creative life. Providing a revolutionary tax program during 
the anti-Japanese struggle, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song established a popular 
tax system immediately after national liberation and elucidated the most correct way 
to solve tax problems under socialism in particular. 


Basii.g himself on his insight into a new environment in which the socialist system 
would be consolidated and developed and the nation's economic might be strengthened, 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taken a historical measure aimed at ultimately 
abolishing the tax system. As a result, we have become the most happy and highly 
dignified people, living for the first time in history in a taxfree country. 


It is a clear evidence of the greatness of the respected and beloved leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song, as well as of the wisdom of his leadership, who has devoted himself to 
the happiness of the working masses of people, that such a huge socioeconomic change 
has been made in less than 20 years since the beginning of the construction of a new 
society. The complete abolition of the tax system that existed in our country for 
thousands of years has fully demonstrated the invincible might and superiority of the 
chuche-oriented socialist system, established by the respected and beloved leader 
Comrade Kim I]-song. 


Our country's socialist system is the most superior social system in which the working 
masses of people are the masters of everything and everything serves the working 
masses. 
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Apart from this superior social system in which the chuche idea is fully embodied in 
all aspects of state and social life, we cannot speak of such a fast disappearance of 
the old legacy called the tax system, which was handed down through history, nor can 
we Otherwise conceive of the great happiness enjoyed by our people. 


Our country's chuche-oriented socialist system is, first of all, the most popular 
socialist system through which the state fully and responsibly guarantees the material 
and cultural life of the working masses. The respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song his taught: In our country, the state responsibly guarantees all the people 
211 material conditions needed to eat, wear, spend, and live. The people's material 
life constitutes two fields of social life together with the ideological and spiritual 
life. Without an affluent material and cultural life, the people's independent and 
creative life is inconceivable. For this reason, the party and state of the working 
class should pay great attention to the people's material and cultural life. 


Making it possible for the people to enjoy equally affluent lives and upgrading the 
standard of their material and cultural lives systematically are intrinsic to the 
socialist system. 


In the society of exploitation, the state is a tool to suppress and exploit workers 
and peasants. However, in socialist society the state serves the interests of the 
people and accomplishes the mission of guaranteeing the working people's material and 
cultural lives with responsibility. 


Today in our country, the state provides all the conditions for the people's food, 
clothing, housing, and other necessities. Speaking of the responsibility of our party 
and state, all the people -- from newly born infants to those unable to work because 
of age, illness, or work-related disability, and old people who have no one to look 
after them -- are included, regardless of age, occupation, stratum, and sex. At the 
same time, all the working people in our country receive the same benefits and al] 

the people enjoy lives of the same level. This shows that our country's social system 
is truly one for all the people, including the workers and farmers. 


In addition, our country's social system is a superior social system of the people that 
uses more and more resources of the society for the promotion of the working people's 
welfare, as progress is made in socialist construction. As the socialist society 
develops to a higher stage, the people's demands grow. At the same time, the potential 
for richer material and cultural lives of the people also grows. 


The vitality of the socialist system is clearly displayed by the fact that it not only 
guarantees the people happy lives today, but also opens prospects for their brighter 
future. Such a vitality of the socialist system can be fully displayed only through 
an independent, powerful, economic foundation that can satisfy the people's growing 
demands in their material and cultural lives. 


Our country has already established the foundation of a self-reliant national economy 
that can properly settle all the questions of the people's food, clothing, and other 
necessities. Our national economy is a powerful one with all the sectors needed to 
upgrade the people's living standard. Thanks to this, our country guarantees the 
people affluent lives in a practical way and systematically upgrades their living 
standard no matter how serious the world economic crisis may be. 


As the might of the self-reliant national economy has been nourished, our country has 
continued to vigorously carry on the task to satisfy the people's material and cultural 
demands. 
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In particular, great progress has been made in this task in the 1980's. The historic 
sixth congress of our party put forth the further upgrading of the people's living 
standard as one of the most important tasks for economic construction in the 1980's 
and sh wed how to accomplish it. According to this long-range task, a bold operation 
is being carried out to settle the questions of food and clothing and to implement 
communist measures, 


The tideland reclamation, the campaign to create new lands, the constuction of the 
five-district fronts, and the struggle to occupy the peak of 15 million tons of grain 
are all for the people's happier lives today and their richer and brighter future. 


Our party has recently put forward yet another policy to decisively enhance the people's 
living within 1 or 2 years. Hence, a vigorous struggle is being waged to effect a 

great revolution in producing consumer goods. Vigorous work is also under way to 
develop fisheries and agriculture, to improve services for the people, and to construct 
large-scale housing for the people in urban and rural areas. 


While the basic investment to carry out the task planned for this year's socialist 
economic construction has been increased, the budget projections for the implementation 
of social and cultural policies have also been increased by as much as 8.4 percent over 
last year -- this clearly shows the »reat concern of the party and the siate for the 
people's comfortable and cultural life. 


The continuous implementation of policies for the people under the socialist system of 
our country is not because we live in favorable conditions. Today, we are engaged in 
socialist construction, smashing the enemy's grave challenge. Hence, our party and 
state are under a heavy burden to defend the revolution and to deepen socialist con- 
struction at a higher stage. The people's living has been steadily improving on a 
broad basis under such conditions because our party has been vigorously struggling to 
demonstrate the superiority of the socialist system from a firm position of insatiable 
efforts for the life of the people. 


Today's reality shows that the people's civilized and happy life flourishes only in a 
socialist society that is led by a great party and leader that are totally responsible 
for the people's entire being. Because of our party's correct policy and constant 
consideration, our people's living is at a very high level today. Now, our party mem- 
bers and workers enjoy equal and happy lives without woe and worry, enjoying the great 
benefits given by the state and the society. The days of scarce food belong to the 


distant past now. 


However, numerous workers in capitalist countries today are suffering from destitution 
because of the antipeople policy of the state and the exploitation and plunder of the 
reactionary ruling class. In capitalist society, where the rich get richer and the poor 
get poorer, the gap between the rich exploiting class and the poor exploited class is 
widening with the passage of time. In many parts of the world today, many people die 
from hunger and cold. 


Through today's reality, which is distinctly different, our people are firmly convinced 
that only the socialist system can provide the working popular masses with real freedom 
and happiness. Therefore, our party members and workers do not want to trade our 
socialist system with anyone, and are vigorously struggling to solidity and develop 

the system further. 


It is our sacred duty to demonstrate to the maximum the superiority of the socialist 
system of our country provided by the great leader Comrade Kim 1]-song. In all sectors 
and in all units, we should adhere firmly to and thoroughly carry out the party policy 
to enhance the present level of the people's living to the next highest stage. 
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In particular, functionaries who command personne: of the revolution should efficiently 
carry out the work o: enhancing the people's living with high revolution-mindedness, 
party-miidedness, work- ng class-mindedness, and people-mindedness,. 


When the entire party and the whole country rise and join in the struggle, upholding the 
letter of the party Central Committee t all party members; effect great upsurges in all 
sectors of socialist economic construction; and boost the people's living to the next 
highest stage, the driving force behind and the influence of the socialist system of our 
country will be enhanced extraordinarily. 


DEVELOPMENT OF FISHING INDUSTRY DETAILED 
SK221548 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1520 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA) -- Korean fishermen are significantly greeting day of 
fishermen (March 22), their red-letter day with a bigger haul of fish. 


According to data compiled at the Fishery Commission, fishermen across the country ful- 
filled at 106 percent the March plan as of March 18. In the winter fishing operations 
they raised the daily fish catch to over 30,000 tons at the maximum despite unusually 
unfavourable weather and fishing conditions. 


The fishery of Korea has developed at a high tempo under the wise guidance of the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song. The great leader, regarding it as an important way for 
raising the people's living standards to increase aquatic products, brightly indicated 
the road to be followed by fishery in every period and every stage of the developing 
revolution. As a result, our fishery has laid modern materials and technical founda- 
tions in a short period. 


In particular, its foundations were rapidly consolidated in the 1970s. In this period 
the number of fishing boats increased 1.7 times. Over 10,000-ton processing mother 
ships, 5,000-ton refrigerator transports, 3,/750-ton stern trawlers and many other large 
and modernised fishing boats were built and replenished to markedly increase the horse 
power per fishing boat. All the medium and small fishing boats from 75 to 400 hp were 
turned into universal-purpose ships and the navigation and fish detection equipment was 
produced and supplied in large quantities to further strengthen the technical equipment 
of fishing boats. 


The existing fishing ports were rebuilt and expanded and over 10 new fishery bases built. 
The output of marine products grew to 2 million tons in 1979 from 590,000 tons in early 
1960s. Along with the increase of marine products, the processing industry has also 
developed. Large freezing factories and refrigerators have been built in various 
production bases on the east coast and consumption refrigerators built up on modern 
lines in all cities and counties of the country. 


In Korea a well-regulated freezing supply system has been established from production 
bases even to mountainous villages of the inland area. As a result, the people are 
supplied with fresh fish in all seasons. The state is continuously increasing invest- 
ments in this domain to attain ahead of schedule the 5 million ton goal of aquatic 
products envisaged for the 1980s. 
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CONSULTATIONS WITH U.S. ON PEACE PROPOSALS NOTED 


SK230823 Seoul YONHAP in English 0714 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP) -- South Korea and the United States are consulting on 
a possible proposal for exchanges of visits and letters between South and North Korea as 
practical steps to reduce tension on the divided Korean peninsula, a Foreign Ministry 
source said Friday. 


He said, however, it is not "a third alternative" to the direct inter-Korean talks 
called for by South Korea and the so-called "tripartite talks" proposed by North Korea. 
"We expect this will be reiterated by U.S. President Ronald Reagan during his visit to 
Beijing in late April." 


He was referring to a ranking U.S. State Department official's remarks on the Korean 
question during a press briefing Wednesday on Reagan's scheduled Beijing visit starting 
April 26. 


The U.S. official said the Unitec States will confer with China on ways of de-escalating 
tensions on the Korean peninsula during Reagan's visit to China. He further said the 
United States was consulting "particularly closely" with South Korea to see "whether, 
perhaps, between these positions there are some way either that talks can be approached, 
or, alternatively, that some practical steps can be taken to reduce tension." 


The U.S. official's remarks on South Korea-U.S. consultation has given the impression 
that the two countries were seeking a third alternative to resolve Korea's problems 
besides direct inter-Korean talks and the tripartite talks, he said. 


"We understand that the U.S. State Department official intended to say that the United 
States would seek practical steps to reduce tension on the Korean peninsula, because 
the United States would suggest the South Korean position and China would put forward 
that of North Korea when Reagan confers with Chinese leaders on ways to ease tension on 
the Korean peninsula during his visit to China,"' the Foreign Ministry source said. 


"Our position is to resolve the Korean question through direct dialogue between the South 
and North as repeatedly mentioned by us," he said. "The United States also understands 
and supports fully our position." 


He explained that the United States supports direct inter-Korean dialogue because the 
Korear. question is the problem of the Korean people. No dialogue can accomplish success- 
ful results or improve inter-Korean relations without being preceded by the restoration 
of mutual trust between the two Koreas, he said. 


Noting that the United States is, as ever before, suspicious of the North Korean motives 
and intentions in its proposal for three-way talks, the source said the U.S. position 
was emphasized again by the U.S. State Department official's remarks. "The United 
States is also supporting our demand for North Korea's acceptable action to atone for 
its terrorist bomb attack in Rangoon, Burma, last October," he added. 


Since North Korea proposed the tripartite talks in early January, South Korea and the 
United States have closely consulted with each other on ways to bring peace to the 
Yorean peninsula, and are continuing the consultations before Reagan's China visit, 

the source said. The two countries will continue such close consultation in the future, 
he added. 
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DAILY HALLS U.S. REJECTION OF TRIPARTITE TALKS 


SK230737 Seoul SEOUL.. SINMUN in Korean 23 Mar 84 p 2 
{[Editorial: "The United States Says 'No' to Tripartite Talks Proposal" ] 


[Text] The United States has formally rejected North Korea's proposal for tripartite 
talks. This attitude on the part of the U.S. Administration was clearly stated in a 
letter of testimony submitted by Deputy Assistant Secretary of State John Monjo to the 
U.S. House Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs during a hearing on inter-Korean 
relations. 


The reasons for the U.S. Administration's rejection of tripartite talks, as cited by the 
deputy assistant secretary of state in his letter, can be roughly interpreted as follows: 


The principle attitudes the U.S. Administration adopts in its policy toward the Korean 
peninsula are: The future of Korea should be determined through direct dialogue between 
the North and the South; North Korea's proposal for tripartite talks appears to be a 
disguished peace offensive which was announced at the same time the North attempted to 
assassinate President Chon Tu-hwan in Rangoon; judging from the letter Pyongyang recent ly 
sent to the Korean Government, North Korea does not place the Korean Government on an 
equal footing in the talks; North Korea's call for withdrawal of U.S. troops is an issue 
between Korea and the United States and therefore cannot be a precondition for North- 
South dialogue; and what North Korea is pursuing in the proposal for tripartite talks is 
to alienate Korea from the United States. 


We think the official attitude expressed by the U.S. Administration is in line with our 
government's fundamental stand and that it has further strengthened the Korean people's 
trust in the United States. 


In a joint communique issued at the end of his visit to Korea last November to sum up his 
summit talks with President Chon Tu-hwan, U.S. President Reagan made it clear that the 
United States positively supports Korea in its effort to resume direct North-South dia- 
logue and that it would never participate in any kind of dialogue with North Korea with- 
out the participation of Korea as a perfect and equal party. The deputy assistant secre- 
tary of state's remarks can be said to have been a declaration, once again, that the 
United States remains firmly committed to that pledge. 


In the meantime, we believe that an expression of the U.S. attitude as such is very sig- 
nificant in view of the contents of the letter that North Korea sent to our government on 
7 March, particularly in view of the following two considerations: 


First, in this letter North Korea has strongly stressed, by employing all sorts of pre- 
posterous logic, that there is no way to solve the questions of the Korean peninsula 
except by the tripartite talks. Such assertions by North Korea are interpreted as having 
stemmed from its intention to take advantage of the planned visits to Communist China by 
U.S. President Reagan and Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone by misleading world opinion as 
if its assertions were just. We believe, however, that the United States has completely 
broken up North Korea's intention by persuasive testimony. 


Second, in its letter, North Korea propagated, quite preposterously, the distortion 

that U.S. troops stationed in Korea and South Korea are responsible for tension on the 
Korean peninsula. What North Korea pursues through such distorted propaganda is to make 
the issue of withdrawal of U.S. troops stationed in Korea a political controversy before 
the presidential elections in the United States and, at the same time, to undermine the 
foundations of our country's social and political stability by breaking up the national 
consensus with regard to dialogue for unification. Such wicked calculations have also 
been shattered by the expression of the U.S. attitude. It also demonstrated that the 
national consensus in both Korea and the United States remains unshaken. 
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As has frequently been stressed by our government, and as has been stated in the testi- 
mony at ‘he U.S. House of Representatives, questions concerning the Korean peninsula are 
our own national problems that cannot be solved on our behalf by other countries, in- 
cluding the United States, Japan, and Communist China. 


This being the case, North Korea should immediately revoke the worthless proposal for 
tripartite talks, which it has put forth to create favorable conditions for an armed 
invasion of the South by undermining the Korea-U.S. security cooperation system. We 
once again strongly call on North Korea to come immediately to a direct North-South 
dialogue based on the principle of national self-determination. 


CHON VOICES CONFIDENCE ON REUNIFICATION ISSUE 


SK221131 Seoul YONHAP in’ English 1104 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Seoul, March 22 (YONHAP) -- President Chon Tu-hwan said Thursday contact and 
exchanges with North Korea could be feasible if stability and development persist in 
South Korea for about five years. Saying North Korea would no longer be a match for 

the South by then, Chon urged the nation to continue to consolidate stability and recon- 
ciliation to prevent North Korea from attempting an invasion by misjudging the situa- 
tion. North Korea has refused to comply with the South's persistent demand for direct 
inter-Korean talks and other contact. 


Chon made the remarks during a reception for 36 senior members of the Central Committee 
for National Unification of Korea, a panel dedicated to the reunification of the Korean 
peninsula, at Chongwadae, the presidential mansion. 


He stressed that all the people should concentrate on the realization of unification 
based on the principles of peace, democracy and self-determination. "I am convinced 
that unification will be realized during our lifetime if we concentrate our power to 
that goal," Chon said. 


EONOMIC GROUPS FORMED WITH TURKEY, PAKISTAN 


SK230205 Seoul YONHAP in English 0128 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP) -- The Korea-Turkey and Korea-Pakistan economic cooper- 
ation committees were formed here Thursday to develop closer economic relations between 
South Korea and the two nations. 


The inaugural meetings of thetwo binational economic cooperation panels were held at the 
Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI). Following the meetings, KCCI President 
Chong Su-chang told reporters that the establishment of the two economic bodies will 
contribute greatly to the promotion of bilateral economic ties between Korean and 
Pakistani, and Korea and Turkish industries. 


Turkish Ambassador to Korea Bedrettin Tunabas, and Pakistani Ambassador to Korea Javed 
Masud, as well as some 50 South Korean business leaders, attended the meetings. Park 
Kon-pae, president of the Haitai Confectionary Co., was chosen as chairman of the 


Korea-Turkey Economic Cooperation Committee, while Deputy Chairman of the & Business 
Group Kim Tok-yong was selected as chairman of the Korea-Pakistan E conomi: ration 
Committee. 
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During the inaugural meetings, South Korea decided to dispatch trade missions to 
Pakistan and Turkey this year to streagthen private-level economic cooperation. South 
Korea ‘stablished diplomatic relations with Turkey in 1957 and with Pakistan in 

Novembe 1983. Pakistan's commodity imports from South Korea totaled 113.8 million 
U.S. dollars, and the nation's exports to Korea amounted to 25.3 million dollars in 1983. 


The inauguration of the two economic committees brought to 50 the number of bilateral 
economic committees between South Korea and foreign nations. 


NATION'S ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE FOR 1983 ASSESSED 


SK230236 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 23 Mar 84 p 4 
[Editorial: "Economic Growth in '83"] 


[Text] Figures released by the Bank of Korea this week offer grounds for optimism over 
the performance of the economy last year as well as for Korea's chances for achieving 
a second economic takeoff in the near future. 


It was no mean feat for the nation to record 9.3 percent in annual gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) growth in the face of the lingering global recession and mounting protection- 
ism abroad. The achievement certainly makes Korea one of a limited number of countries 
that recorded substantial growth last year. 


Though GNP was not the only important indicator of the strength of the nation's economy, 
most relevant indicators were positive reassurances that our economy has bounced back 
from the rock bottom of minus growth (-5.2 percent) recorded in 1980. 


Central bank economists estimated Korea's GNP last year at 58,297.7 billion won, repre- 
senting a yearly growth of 9.3 percent (based on a 1980 constant market price). This 
followed favorable growth of 5.6 percent in 1982 and 6.2 percent the previous year. 


Thus, our per capita GNP rose from $1,800 in 1982 to $1,880 in 1983. Many authorities 
consider that $2,000 in per capita GNP is a watersied level in the economic growth of a 
society. Koreans have worked hard to reach this goal and now have it within reach. 


Korea's success as a developing nation has brought with it a different set of problems. 
The nation's rising stature and credibility also involve greater responsibility and re- 
straint for the sake of maintaining harmonious international economic activity. 


Though a bit short of the higher growth rates it achieved in the late 1970s when 
national growth averaged over 10 percent, Korea's record last year is remarkable. Few 
countries are likely to match it under present global economic circumstances. 


The sum total of the nation's output as well as the specifics of growth give hopeful in- 
dications that a sustained upturn is underway. The fact that the mining-manufacturing 
sector, export industries and investment activity were the leading factors in the over- 
all growth attests to the structural viability of our economy. All three sectors 
registered high growth rates in double digits, followed by a substantial 6.9 percent 
growth in the agriculture-forestry-fishery sector which often lagged behind in previous 
years. 


The upturn in exports was accompanied by an increase in domestic demand, mostly for 
durable consumer goods, service industries and housing. The 8.6 percent jump in fixed 
facility investments is an encouraging sign of rising corporate inclination to invest. 


SOUTH KOREA 
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Spending patterns have gone through salutary changes with the total investment ratio 
reaching 27.9 percent as the domestic savings ratio rose to 24.4 percent. jut these 
figures still lag behind those of Japan and Taiwan. 


Concerted efforts by the government, the business and industrial communities, and the 
citizenry to arrest inflation by stabilizing prices and maintaining low interest reates 
have made the recovery possible. But there were a fewnegative aspects to the sound 
economic performance. Investment totals were lopsidedly in favor of the less productive 
building industry. Unessential popular consumption should have been restrained to 
divert additional funds into more reproductive sectors. The banking sector is in need 
of revitalization in the wake of serious financial setbacks in recent years. Continued 
price stability, peaceful industrial relations, an end to real estate speculation and a 
greater readiness to save and invest are all necessary to maintain Korea's economic 
growth. 


MILITARY JOIN POLICE IN CRACKDOWN ON CRIMINALS 


SK230221 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 23 Mar 84 p 8 


[Text] More than 100 Army soldiers have joined the police in the ongoing crackdown on 
violent crimes. Officials at the Seoul Metropolitan Police Headquarters (SMPH) said 
yesterday that five soldiers were assigned to each of the capital city's 23 police 
stations to help conduct a sweeping crackdown on serious crimes. The nationwide anti- 
crime effort began about two weeks ago in the wake of violent crimes, including murder 
and robbery, in Seoul and other major cities. 


Police said that the main mission of the soldiers is to detect Army deserters and other 
military personnel who are absent without leave. At the same time, they will assist 
policemen in searching fugitives and other suspected criminals, the officials said. 


The nation's police have been alerted against serious crimes since March 10. This is 
the first time in three years that police and military forces have conducted a joint 
anticrime operation. Police and military forces conducted a joint crackdown on criminal 
suspects in May 1980, when the country was under martial law. 


SENTENCES OF 14 STUDENTS SUSPENDED 23 MAR 


SK230333 Seoul YONHAP in English 0321 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Seoul, March 23 (YONHAP) -- The South Korean Government has suspended the prison 
sentences of 14 students convicted last year for involvement in campus disturbances and 
released them from jail, the Justice Ministry announced Friday. A ministry spokesman 
said the government's decision was due to its conclusion that the students had repented 
of their wrongdoings and have behaved well while serving their prison sentences. He 
said they were released earlier in the day. 


With the government's move, the fourth of its kind since last December, there remain in 
jail five convicted students and another five still on trial. 


"The other students, still serving their sentences or waiting for court decisions, also 
will be freed when the government deems they have indicated signs of repentance," the 
spokesman added. 
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COLLEGE IN KWANGJU ALLOWS STUDENTS READMISSION 


SK230227 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 23 Mar 84 p 8 


[Text] Kwangju (YONHAP) -- Choson University said yesterday that of its 31 expelled 
students, 28 had been granted readmission this semester. Those students will receive 
scholarships to cover their tuition and other school fees, the school said. Of the 28 
students, 22 were granted readmission on Feb. 25, five on March 8 and one Wednesday. 


STUDENTS SET UP "BULLETIN BOARDS OF FREEDOM' 


SK230232 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 23 Mar 84 p 8 


[Text] Seoul National University students set up what they call bulletin boards of free- 
dom again on the campus yesterday, one day after the school removed them. 


The School Autonomy Deliberation Committee posted a statement which said the students 
will protect the bulletin boards. The statement said the school has the distorted view 
that the bulletin boards will be used by radical students for propaganda purposes. 


Meantime, at Korea University, about 500 students decided in a meeting to in»ugurate a 
committee for deliberations on campus autonomy. Members of the committee will include 
representatives of departments, student clubs and the school newspaper. 


At Sungjon University, 10 professors and estimated 700 students held a discussion 
session on campus issues in the school auditorium at 2 p.m. A similar meeting between 
professors and students was also held at Pusan National University. 


Several students were stopped by school officials while distributing leaflets of their 
demands at the Kyongbuk National University campus. The demands included the abolition 
of the professor reappointment system, freedom of student club activities and revision 
of school regulations. The school said the leaflets are believed to have been distri- 
buted by reinstated students. 


DJP FLOOR LEADER COMMENTS ON REVISION OF LAWS 


SK221059 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 2: Mar 84 p 2 
[From the column "Tidbits" ] 


[Text] On 21 March, DJP floor leader Yi Chong-chan said that opinion within the DJP con- 
cerning the revision of the Election Law will be consolidated in April and that negotia- 
tions for the revision of the Election Law will be timed to coincide with the conclusion 
of the opposition parties' acceptance of the reinstated politicians. 


Floor leader Yi went on to say that, in revising the Election Law, measures will be 
reviewed to activate the work of the political parties and that equal political oppor- 
tunity for independent candidates will not be affected by such measures. 
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Saying that this is his personal opinion, he observed that the next lifting of the 
political ban may not come about so soon as rumored. 


As for some observers' predictions regarding the possible strengthening of the pre- 
requisites for founding new political parties to prevent them from mushrooming, he said: 
To do that, we would have to revise the Political Parties Law, but we do not fel that 
it is necessary to do so. 


EX-NDP MEMBERS DISCUSS FORMATION OF NEW PARTY 


SK230212 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 23 Mar 84 pp 1, 2 


[Text] A group of five former lawmakers of the disbanded New Democratic Party got to- 
gether at the home of Han Kun-su in Songbuk-dong, Seoul, Wednesday night to discuss the 
possibility of forming a new party. 


Han, who was elected to the National Assembly four times, said it is "inevitable" for 
reinstated politicians to establish a new party because the opposition Democratic Korea 
Party (DKP) is not ready to accommodate all of them. He also argued that the leading 
opposition party should change its disposition before recruiting new members into it. 

He said that work on organizing a new party should be completed in late May or early 
June. He, however, would not say as to what was actually discussed in the night meeting. 


Participants are said to have been critical of the DKP leadership for trying to enlist 

new members on a selectivebasis. Some of them argued that they should take a wait-and- 

see attitude for a time being to monitor the attitude of the DKP leadership. They also 
are concerned that forming one more opposition party might weaken the ranks of opposi- 

tion forces. 


Two former ranking NDP lawmakers, Kim Su-han and Pak Yong-man, attended the gathering, 
according to Han. They, along with Han, were removed from the political ban late last 
month. In addition, two former top leaders of the NDP who are still on the political 
blacklist were present at the get-together. They were Kim Yong-sam and Yi Chol-sung. 


Yesterday, Yi and five other former NDP bigwigs who are still banned from politics held 
also a luncheon meeting. It was not known whether they discussed the feasibility of 
helping form a new party. The five were Sin To-hwan, who hosted the luncheon, Kim 
Won-man, Yi Chung-hwan, Kim Chae-kwang, and Chong Hae-yong. 


Political observers remain skeptical about the strength of a party to be established by 
some former opposition figures. They pointed out that most of parties organized solely 
for coming elections in the past have quickly gone into oblivion. Organizing a big, 
nationwide party would also need large sums of money, the observers noted. 


In a related development, DKP leader Yu Chi-song indicated Monda his party could 


draw some former NDP lawmakers, probably less than 15, to its fold toward the end of 
this month or early next month. They include Hwang Nak-chu and Yi Pil-son. 


PARTIES DESIRE STIFFER RULES ON PARTY FOUNDING 


SK220148 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 22 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] Political parties, particularly those in the opposition, desire to stiffen re- 
quirements for the establishment of a new political party to keep the present political 
environment intact. 
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In order to discourage independents from running in National Assembly elections, 
political groups also favor the idea of sharp increases in the mandatory cash deposits 
required for candidates with no party affiliation, informed political sources said 
yesterday. They said that major parties have not yet reached any agreement on how to 
revise a coupleof election»related statutes, notably the National Assembly Election Law. 


Until now, minority parties have made numerous suggestions mainly through behind- 
the-scenes contacts, while the ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP) has wound up 
listening to them. 


The DJP has made little formal contacts with either the Democratic Korea Party or 
the Korea National Party to talk about changes in the election laws in an effort 

to avoid antagonizing reinstated former politicians. Many of those who were removed 
from the political ban Feb. 25 are said to be wary of joining existing opposition 
parties for fear that they might lost a chance to run in the upcoming parliamentary 
voting. 


More smaller party members and independents are likely to run in the elections, the 
sources said, if the requirements for creation of a new political party are not 
stiffened. 


The DKP also proposes that the mandatory cash deposits for independents and candidates 
from political parties be increased to 30 million and 10 million wo. from the present 
15 million to seven million won respectively. 


Kwon Tk-hyon, secretary general of the ruling DJP, reiterated his party's position 

that there should be little or no revisions of the current parliamentary election 

law and other relevant statutes. He said he has no knowledge of a spate of recent 
news reports that his party was carefully studying steps to put restrictions on the 
candidacy of persons with no party backing. 


The party's chief policy planner, Chong Suk-mo, also said that the DJP has no 
concrete ideas on how to amend the legislation. He asserted that frequent law 
revisions will generally be injurious to the goal of establishing a democratic 

system in the country. Rep Chong, however, implied that there is room for parties 

to "talk about" the possibility of adopting numerical signs based on parties' parlia- 
mentary strength. In other words, he said, the ruling majori’y party could be given 
I, the No 1 opposition DKP II and the minority KNP III. He noted that parties have 
adopted numerical signs in some of previous parliamentary elections. 


The leading opposition DKP wants the ruling party to agree to restrict the candidacy 
of person who belong to none of the parties. To be more specific, the party is urging 
that the National Assembly Election Law be revised in the way to prohibit persons who 
change party membership about six months before election day from running in the 
elections. 


Many of the political outcasts are said to be cautious of joining opposition parties, 
particularly the DKP. The reason is that once they join the party, but fail 
to get nomination, they would hardly escape the fate of political outcasts. 


The ruling DJP is also known to stand opposed to the opposition demand that the 
number of joint campaign rallies be increased and that the number of party recommended 
voting observers be hiked. Under the law, rallies by individuals are banned. Allowing 
candidates to hold rallies on their own will incur heavy campaigning costs to them, 
said Rep. Chong of the ruling party. He indicated that his party is still gathering 
opinions of all of its 151 lawmakers on how to amend the election laws. 
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ATTACK AGAINST KAREN FORCES NEAR THAILAND RESUME 


BK230248 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 23 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] Tha Song Yang, Tak -- The Burmese Government forces yesterday resumed heavy 
artillery attacks on the Karen rebels' stronghold at Maw Po Kay in what military sources 
here believe to be a prelude to an all-out offensive expected this weekend. 


The sources said a Burmese reconnaissance plane was spotted hovering near the Thai border 
at about 1 pm and disappeared shortly before F-5E aircraft of the Thai Air Force arrived. 
The first artillery barrage came at about 2 pm and continued for about 90 minutes. 

The damage and casualties suffered by the Karens were believed to be heavy. There was 

a brief interval before the Burmese resumed the artillery attack about an hour later. 


Field military sources here speculated that the Burmese were likely to launch an all-out 
offensive on the Karens this weekend after more than two months of siege. They also 
claimed to have intercepted a radio message sent by the commander of the 44th battalion 
to the Burmese forces in the frontline to enter Thai territory to attack the Karen 
rebels if necessary. 


NE WIN INSPECTS ARMED FORCES DAY EXHIBITION 


BK230716 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 0630 GMT 23 Mar 84 


[Text] Chairman U Ne Win of the Burma Socialist Program Party [BSPP] and President 
U San Yu of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma viewed the 39th Armed Forces 
Day exhibition at the Armed Forces Hall on U Wisara Road for 1 hour this morning. 


Party Chairman U Ne Win and President U San Yu arrived at the Armed Forces Day exhibition 
at 0900 today. Upon their arrival at the exhibition, they were welcomed and shown the 
exhibition by the party general secretary and State Council secretary, U Aye Ko; joint 
general secretary of the party and State Council member, U Sein Lwin; prime minister, 

U Maung Maung Kha; deputy prime minister and minister of finance and planning, Thura U 
Tun Tin; deputy prime minister, defense minister, and defense chief of staff, General 
Thura Kyaw Htin; minister of culture and information, U Aung Kyaw Myint; deputy defense 
minister, Major General Aung Khin; Army vice chief of staff, Major General Saw Maung; 
vice chief of staff of the Navy, Rear Admiral Maung Maung Win; air vice chief of staff, 
Major General Ko Gyi; Major General Hla U of the Defense Ministry; adjutant general, 
Major General Khin Maung Kyaw; quartermaster general, Brigadier General Tuang Za Khai; 
and commander of the Rangoon Military Command, Brigadier General Pe Myaing. 


The party chairman and the president left the exhibition at 1000 after viewing the 
exhibits on the Ancient Burmese Army, Political Awareness During the Colonial Era, Burma 
Independence Army, Burma Defense Army, Patriotic Burma Army, Resistance Against the 
Fascists, Burma's Post-War Army, and the People's Army of Today. 
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RADIO, TELEVISION PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH USSR 
BK230736 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1100 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] On 20 March, a ceremony was held in Moscow for the signing of a protocol on 
Soviet-Kampuchean cooperation in the field of radio and television for 1984-86. On that 
occasion, Comrade Sergey Lapin, chairman of the Soviet Commission for Radio and Televi- 
sion, and Comrade Un Dara, director general of the Kampuchean radio and television, 
highlighted the cooperation in the field of broadcasting which is a most important matter 
between the two countries in quickly disseminating important news to the world. The 
protocol envisages a greater and wider exchange of articles, tapes, and films to be 
broadcast over radio and television on the life of the Soviet people and the progress of 
the PRK. 


USSR TRADE DELEGATION LEAVES PHNOM PENH 


BK221222 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0447 GMT 20 Mar 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 20 Mar (SPK) -- The Soviet trade delegation left Phnom Penh on 
19 March at the end of its visit of more than 2 weeks in Kampuchea. It was led by O.V. 
Bostorin, Soviet ambassador to Kampuchea. 


BK221300 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1214 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 22 -- A Kampuchean delegation headed by Chea Soth, minister 
of planning, held talks in Phnom Penh on Wednesday with a delegation of the National 
Economy Commission of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslvoakia led 
by President Zbynek Sojak. Taking part in the talks were also Ti Yav, Kampuchean deputy 
minister of planning, Tork Ti, head of the Department for External Relations of the KPRP 
Central Committee, and Jiri Vesely, Czechoslovak ambassador. 


The two sides had an identical of view in all issues relating to their economic rela- 
tions put forth in the discussion. On the same day, the Czechoslovak delegation left 


Phnom Penh winding up a three-day visit to Kampuchea. 


CSSR DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER REHOREK ARRIVES 


BK221255 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1212 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 22 -- A delegation of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Czechoslovakia arrived in Phnom Penh on Thursday for an official friendship visit to 
Kampuchea. The delegation, led by Jindrich Rehorek, first vice minister for foreign 
affairs and member of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia Central Committee, was 
welcomed at the Pochentong Airport by Kong Korm, Kampuchean deputy minister for foreign 
affairs, and Jiri Vesely, Czechoslovak ambassador. On the same day, the delegation, 
accompanied by Kong Korm, laid a wreath at the monument of Kampuchean combatants fallen 
for the fatherland. 


CHEA SOTH ADDRESSES LAO ANNIVERSARIES MEETING 


BK230655 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1206 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 22 -- The achievements made by the Lao people over the past 
eight years formed a solid base for the development of their country, said Vice Premier 
Chea Soth at a meeting in Phnom Penh on Thursday morning. 
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In his address on the 29th anniversary of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party and the 

fifth anniversary of the agreement on multiform cooperation between Kampuchea and Laos, 
Chea Soth added that those achievements spelt out the correctness of the political line 
and leadership of the L.P.R.P. 


Chea Soth said that the militant solidarity between Kampuchea and Laos was serving as an 
effective weapon for the two countries to defend themselves. The agreement of March 22, 
1979 was a historic document which guarantees the success of Kampuchea's . onstruction 
and defence efforts, he pointed out. This agreement, Chea Soth said, will benefit the 
advance of both Kampuchea and Laos throughout the transition to socialism. It meets the 
aspiration of the two peoples and encourages them in their struggle to defend their 
revolutionary gains, he added. Chea Soth continued by stressing that the Kampuchean 
people knew very well that whatever they had achieved over the past five years was owed 
to their militant solidarity with Laos, Vietnam, the Soviet Union, other socialist coun- 
tries and friends throughout the world. "Our whole party and our entire people are 
determined to protect the Kampuchean-Lao Vietnamese solidarity as jealously as we will 
protect our own eyes," Chea Soth declared. 


In his speech, Lao Ambassador Thongpeng Souklaseng gave a sketch of the birth and the 
growth of the L.P.R.P. which, he said, is an authentic Marxist-Leninist party and the 
vanguard of the working class and labouring people of Laos. The ambassador went on to 
highlight the fast development of the Lao economy and to praise his country's special 
friendship and fruitful cooperation with Kampuchea and Vietnam. This friendship and 
cooperation has exerted a decisive influence on the revolution in each country, he 
remarked. In conclusion Thongpeng Souklaseng reiterated his country's steadfast support 
for the rebirth of the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 


HUN SEN VISITS GHANA, MEETS WITH JERRY RAWLINGS 


BK161605 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1132 GMT 16 Mar 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 16 -- Hun Sen, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the People's Republic of Kampuchea paid a friendship visit to the Republic of Ghana on 
March 1. [Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian at 1300 GMT on 16 March carries a 
similar item but reports that Hun Sen visited Ghana on "4 Mar"]. Hun Sen, also Polit- 
buro member of the People's Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea and foreign minister, was 
met on his arrival by Kofi Dtin, secretary for foreign affairs, and the ambassadors of 
the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic and Cuba. 


Hun Sen had talks with Kojo Tsikata, special counsellor to the Provisional National 
Defence Council, attended the 27th anniversary of Ghana's independence, and parties 
given by Jerry Rawlings, president of the republic, and by Koji Dtin. Hun Sen was also 
interviewed by the secretary for foreign affairs and the national press. 


Hun Sen was received by Jerry Rawlings, president of the republic and of the Provisional 
National Defense Council, to whom he handed a letter from President Heng Samrin. During 
all the contacts the Ghanaian side highly praised the victories of the Kampuchean people 
over the French colonialists, the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces, in 
particular their overthrow of the genocidal regime of Pol Pot. 


The Ghanaian leaders highly valued the line pursued by the PRK Government in the rebirth 
of the Kampuchean people and in working for a Southeast Asia of peace, stability, 
friendship and cooperation. The two sides agreed to further strengthen their 
solidarity. 
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SPK UN KHMER'S CLAIMS OF "BIG VICTORIES' 
BK? 30645 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1216 GMT 22 Mar &4 
'"Punishment" -- SPK headline ] 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 22 -- Reactionary Khmers of all colours, with the blessing 
of the Chinese expansionists, the U.S. imperialists and reactionary circles in Thailand, 
are trying to disrupt the peaceful life of the Kampuchean people. From hideouts in 
Thailand they have repeatedly sneaked across the border into Kampuchea, and their raids 
have caused considerable losses in terms of human lives and property to the population. 
The raiders set fire to paddy stores and rice fields and robbed the inhabitants of their 
valuables. At some border towns they applied the torch to market stalls, shops, schools 
and houses and committed atrocious murders before taking off with their loot. 


Those hit-and-run attacks, supported by wanton artillery shellings from Thailand, are 
blown up into "big victories" to scare the Kampuchean people and mislead public opinion 
in the world. But with the exception of the exapnsionists in Beijing and other enemies 
of Kampuchea, no one has been taken in by this crude propaganda. The Kampuchean people, 
strong with their achievements, are determiend to defend their territory. In frequently 
raided areas on the border, civilians have requested arms and have effectively joined 
the army in inflicting severe punishment to the enemy. 


According to preliminary counts from the beginning of this year, the revolutionary armed 
forces, assisted by local populations, have killed more than 1,850 Khmer reactionaries, 

wounded 250, captured 290 and accepted the surrender of 200. They have also seized 

600 guns, 700 mines, a great quantity of ammunition, more than seven tonnes of food and 

other supplies. The Kampuchean people and their Armed Forces, vigilantly on the offen- 

sive, will not let the enemy get away with his crimes. 


DISTRICT TOWN IN PREAH VIHEAR LIBERATED 


BK230205 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2300 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] On the night of 17 Mar, our national army launched an attack against a 
Vietnamese battalion position jn a Sangkum Thmei District town, Preah Vihear Province. 
After 15 minutes, we completely liberated and controlled this district town. We killed 
30 Vietnamese enemy soldiers, including a Vietnamese district official and a district 
expert [chumneanh-ka srok], and wounded 25 others. We destroyed 7 warehouses containing 
500 bushels of paddy, 150 sacks of rice, an arsenal, an ammunition depot, a warehouse 
containing 10,000 meters of materiel, a salt stock, a ricemill, a generator, 35 build- 
ings housing the district and police forces, 8 barrels of gasoline and diesel fuel, and 
a quantity of materiel. We seized a machinegun, eight AK's, (?two) AR-15's, two CK's, 
two B-40 rocket launchers, a carbine, a compass, and a quantity of ammunition and war 
materiel. We freed 50 perople who were put in prison by Vietnamese soldiers, 


BRIEFS 


BATTAMBANG ARMY VOLUNTEERS -- A meeting was recently held in the Battambang provincial 
seat to congratulate 28 youths who, with high patriotic spirit, have volunteered to join 
the Army to defend the fatherland and thwart every enemy maneuver which opposes the 
Kampuchean people's peaceful lives. On that occasion, the youths' representative 
pledged to study hard and closely cooperate with the people and the Vietnamese volunteer 
army to smash every subversive activity of the Pol Pot bandits. [Excerpt] [Phnom Penh 
Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 18 Mar 84 BK! 
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SOUPHANOUVONG MEETS HO CHI MINH CLTY DELEGAT LON 
BK221157 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] While paying a visit to the LPDR, a delegation of the Party Committee and 

the People's Committee of SRV's Ho Chi Minh City led by Mai Chi Tho, member of the 

CPV Central Committee and chairman of the People's Committee of Ho Chi Minh City, paid 

a courtesy call on Souphanouvong, member of the LPRP Central Committee Political Bureau, 
president of the LPDk, and chairman of the SPC, at the presidential office on the 
afternoon of 21 March, The delegation was accompanied by Khambou Soumisai, member 

of the party Central Committee and chairman of the Administrative Gommittee of 

Vientiane Municipality. 


During the talks, which were filled with an atmosphere of cordial friendship, Mai 

Chi Tho expressed happiness and thanks for the warm welcome accorded by President 
Souphanouvong. He also expressed satisfaction with his visit to the capital of 
Vientiane. At the same time, he informed President Souphanouvong of the delegation's 
visit to Laos, which serves to strengthen the friendly relations, special militant 
solidarity, and all-round cooperation between Ho Chi Minh and the capital of Vientiane. 


On this occasion, on behalf of the party Central Committee and the government, President 
Souphanouvong wholeheartedly hailed the visit, regarding it as an important step for 

the development of the cooperation between the two cities. In conclusion, he expressed 
the conviction that the two cities will in the future gloriously fulfill their pro- 
letarian international obligations and mutual assistance and cooperation for the 
happiness of the people of the two cities. 


The talks proceeded with the participation of Thongdam Chanthaphon, deputy minister 
and chief of the presidential office; Siho Bannavong, vice chairman of the administra- 
tive committee of Vientiane municipality; and Nguyen Xuan, SRV ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to Laos. The delegation of the party committee and the people's 
committee of Ho Chi Minh City arrived in our country on 15 March at the invitation 

of the party committee and administrative committee of Vientiane municipality. 


PRK LEADERS GREETED ON ANNIVERSARY OF COMMUNIQUE 


BK221147 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Greetings message dated 22 March from Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of 

LPRP Central Committee and chairman of LPDR Council of Ministers, and Souphanouvong, 
president of KPRP Central COmmittee and chairman of PRK Council of State; Chea Sim, 
chairman of National Assembly; and Chan Si, chairman of Council of Ministers of PRK] 


[Text] On the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the signing of the joint statement 
between the LPDR and the PRK, on behalf of the LPRP, the SPC, the LPDR Council of 
Ministers, the Lao people, and in our own names, we are very happy to extend warm 
salutations and best wishes to you and, through you, to the KPRP, the Council of 
State, the National Assembly, the PRK Council of Ministers, and the fraternal heroic 
Kampuchean people. 


The LPDR-PRK joint statement marks an important milestone in the fraternal relations of 
friendship and time-honored solidarity and cordial love between our two nations, which 
have grown and developed in the new period of history. 
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The joint statement signed by our two countries 5 years ago was a glorious fruit of the 
correct foreign policies of the two parties, states, and peoples of Laos and Kampuchea 
in the struggle against the schemes and actions of the Beijing reactionaries who are 
colluding with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces to divide and sabotage 
the solidarity between our two peoples and that between our two peoples and the 
fraternal Vietnamese people. The joint statement has served to strengthen the special 
solidarity among Laos, Kampuchea, and Vietnam, thus contributing to the struggle to 
bring peace, stability, friendship, and cooperation to Southeast Asia. 


We are very proud to learn that during the past 5 years of the implementation of the 
spirit and contents of the joint statement, the great friendship, special solidarity, 
all-round cooperation, and mutual assistance between the two parties, states, and 
peoples have been nurtured and have daily been strengthened and developed. They have 
become a factor guaranteeing the success of our two peoples in the cause of national 
defense and building socialism in each country. 


Being fully aware of the importance of the relationship, we will do our best to further 
strengthen the special solidarity and all-round cooperation between Laos and Kampuchea, 
which have become a law of the two countries’ survival and development. At the same 
time, we will persist in strengthening the traditional special solidarity and all-round 
cooperation among the peoples of Laos, Kampuchea, and Vietnam and the solidarity and 
all-round cooperation with the Soviet Union and other countries in the socialist com- 
munity in the spirit of the joint communique of the summit conference of Laos, Kampuchea, 
and Vietnam held in Vientiane in February 1983, thus contributing to various nations' 
cause for peace, national independence, democracy, and socialism. 


During the past several decades of our revolutionary struggle, the KPRP and the frater- 
nal Kampuchean people have given assistance with a pure spirit of proletarian interna- 
tionalism to the Lao revolutionary cause. We would like to take this opportunity to 
express deep gratitude to the party, government, and fraternal people of Kampuchea for 
the above valuable support and assistance. 


We hope that the fraternal Kampuchean people, who built the famous, beautiful, and 
miraculously designed Angkor Wat, will, under the correct and clear-sighted leadership 
of the KPRP, led by Comrade General Secretary Heng Samrin, achieve new, rapid, and firm 
development in the cause of defending and building independent, peaceful, and democratic 
- Kampuchea gradually advancing toward socialism. 


May the great friendship, special solidarity, and all-round cooperation between the two 
parties, states, and peoples of Laos and Kampuchea last forever! 


Vientiane, 22 March 1984 


[Signed] Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of the LPRP Central Committee and 
chairman of the LPDR Council of Ministers 


[Signed] Souphanouvong, president of the LPDR and chairman of the SPC 
BRIEFS 


CULTURAL TALKS WITH POLAND -- Vientiane, 21 (OANA-KPL) -- Talks were held here yesterday 
between the Minister for Culture of Laos Thonsing Thammavong and the visiting delegation 
of culture and fine arts headed by its Minister Kazimierz Zygulski. The two sides, 
during the talks, expressed views on cultural exchanges between the two countries and 

it was said that all sides were of unanimous views on all issues raised at the talks. 
Also taking part at the talks was the Polish Ambassador to Laos Josef Puta. [Text] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0924 GMT 21 Mar 84 BK] 
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SUPREME COMMAND ON BURMESE BORDER SITUATION 


BK230246 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] Rangoon has ordered its troops not to violate Thai sovereignty while fighting 
Karen rebels along the border, a Supreme Command official said yesterday. Col Somsak 
Sisuphandit said at the same time Burma had denied reports of its military intrusion into 
Thailand. 


The spokesman was quoting a report concerning a March 14 meeting between Thai Ambassador 
Thongchan Chotikasathian and Burmese Foreign Minister U Chit Hlaing in Rangoon. 


In the report, he said, U Chit Hlaing admitted the fighting had caused some damage to 
Thailand and promised Rangoon troops would be more careful. It also quoted the minister 
as saying efforts to crush the Karen rebels would continue. 


Col Somsak gave Thailand's casualty figures since border clashes started as three deaths 
-- two Border Patrol policemen and one civilian -- and 23 injuries involving 19 BPP men, 
three civilians and one ranger. In addition, 46 houses and a provincial police station 
were damaged and 6,162 Burmese civilians were seeking refuge in Thailand. 


Meanwhile, skirmishes continued between Rangoon forces and Karen fighters at the 
embattled Maw Po Kay rebel stronghold. Thai troops mounted an exercise to expel 
intruders along the Burmese border while Rangoon gunners maintained their pounding of 
Maw Po Kay. 


Some 200 troops stationed along the border took part in the two-hour exercise aimed at 
boosting combat-readiness to drive out foreign forces. During the exercise, Burmese 
forces guided by a spotter plane pounded Maw Po Kay with 105-mm artilery and mortar fire. 
Some Burmese shrapnel landed on the Thai side but no casualties or damage was reported. 


Thai intelligence reports indicated that Rangoon troops were moving artillery pieces 
from Myawaddy to another Karen stronghold at Phalu, sparking fears of a fresh offensive. 


GREATER CHEMCIAL WEAPON USE IN KAMPUCHEA FEARED 


BK220915 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 22 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] The Supreme Command this morning said there is a strong indication that Vietnamese 
troops in Kampuchea will increase chemical warfare to wipe out the resistance forces very 
soon. This was revealed by Supreme Comand's spokesman Maj-Gen Narudon Detpradiyut at 

a press conference. 


The spokesman said intelligence reports received showed that Vietnamese troops in the 
battlefields were requesting more chemical weapons from their commands. Besides field 
troops were given more gas masks in preparation for the warfare, he said. 
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The spokesman also said fighting was still going on inside Kampuchea with the resistance 
mounting attacks on Vietnamese bases, arsenals, food storage depots, and oil depots, 
However, in some area the Vietnamese were oftending the resistance forces instead of 
just defending. [sentence as published] 


He said Hanoi has now mobilised troops to Choam Prasan of Preach Vihear, Phnum Kravanh 
of Pursat and Sisophon, Poipet of Battambang. In addition, more tanks had been moved 


from Pailin to Thmar Puok of Battambang. 


15 LAO REFUGEES APPREHENDED; SEARCH CONTINUES 


BK230342 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] Chiangrai -- Police and defence volunteers yesterday rounded up 15 Laotian 
refugees in a forest close to the Mekong River in Chiang Khong District. The 

refugees, nine adults and six children, were among more than 300 Laotians who crossed 
into this province on roughly-built rafts after two unsuccessful attempts. The 15 were 
taken to a temple where they were temporarily held in police custody, 


Massive searches continued yesterday as police and volunteers combed the forest to look 
for the remaining refugees believed to have been hiding there since their pre-dawn 
arrival yesterday. A provincial official said all the refugees would be pushed back 
across the border. 


The refugees first attempted to land at Ban San Sop Ruak of Chinag Saen District, but 
were intercepted and driven back. They later sailed downstream and tried again at 


Tambon Mae Ngoen, about 5!) kilometres away, where again they failed. 


NAVAL, AIR EXERCISES WITH MALAYSIA SCHEDULED 


BK230328 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 23 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] Thai and Malaysian Air Forces will hold their annual joint air exercise along 
the Thai-Malaysian border next month, a senior official of the Royal Thai Air Force 
said yesterday. Group Capt Wisawat Bunao of RTAF told a news conference that the air 
execrise, codenamed "Air Thamal III," will help boost air defence capabilities of the 
two countries. He said communist guerrillas on the Thai-Malaysian border will also be 
included as targets of the joint exercise which will take place April 9-20. 


Meanwhile, Rear Adm Prasan Chuchinda, the secretary of the Navy, said Thai and Singapore 
navies will hold a joint naval exercise, codenamed "Sing Siam 4/84,"" during March 26- 


April 1. He said the exercise will be held in the Gulf of Thailand. 


ATHIT ON PLANS TO STRENGTHEN RESERVE FORCES 


BK220445 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Mar 84 p 4 


[Text] Supreme Commander Gen Athit Kamlang-ek has unveiled plans to turn thousands 

of territorial defence students into a reserve force to be reckoned with. Gen Athit 
said reservists could serve as a back-up force to the regular Army in the event of armed 
conflict. 
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Most of the students enrolled in the Army's territorial defence course are exempted 
trom serving in the regular service, but they are subject to recall or recruitment 
at any time. 


Speaking to instructors at the Army's Department of Territorial Defence, Gen Athit 
urged them to instil in the students a sense of mission and change the attitude that 
they were merely avoiding regular service. He said most of the students were attending 
universities and other higher education institutions and could be regarded as the 
"brains of the country." 


The cost of maintaining a large regular force, said Gen Athit, was too great a burden 
on a country like Thailand and a strong reserve would improve national security at a 
low cost. 


-—-— 
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[Text] The Supreme Command Headquarters will set up additional offices to deal with 
special warfare and research on military matters. This is in accordance with the 
Defense Ministry's proposal approved by the Cabinet earlier this week, The proposal 
calls for a revision of the Royal Decree of 1970 to pave the way for the setting up 

of two more military offices. They are the Special War Command Center and the 
Coordinating Office for Military Research and Development. The proposal also calls 
for a revision of work duties of the Engineering and Veterinary Departments under con- 
trol of the Supreme Command Headequarters. 


_FLNANCE OFFICIAL NOTES "CONFIDENCE" IN BAHT 


BK1 70308 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 17 Mar 84 p 22 


[By Kowit Sanandang] 


[Text ] Bank of Thailand Governor Nikun Prachaupmo told businessmen yesterday that the 
baht has become more stable because of the weakening U.S. dollar, but that he now is 
worried the dollar may continue its drop. He said that if the dollar drops much 
further, the baht may have to be revalued against the dollar. 


Mr Nikun, pleased that the recent pressure against the baht had eased, joked that it 
might ease too much. "Now we are worrying what will happen if the dollar drops too 
much and the baht has to be revalued upwards, "he said, “We would not be too happy with 
that, because it would affect our exports by making our goods more expensive." 


Speaking to more than 190 businessmen at a board of trade meeting at the Dusit Thani 
Hotel, Mr Nukun reviewed recent pressure against the baht and rumours that the 
currency would be devalued because of last year's heavy trade deficit. The rumors and 
speculation continued until recently, he said, despite assurances by the Bank of 
Thailand and the Finance Mir stry. 


In his speech on "Financial Situation and Future of the Baht," Mr Nukun said such 
speculation was illogical while it was occurring. Now, he said, there was virtually no 
such speculation and that the baht had stabilised. 


He said that the dollar had been too strong, citing what he called "fundamental problems" 
in the American economy including high trade and budget deficits. 
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Now, however, it has shown signs of weakening against major currencies such as those of 
Japan and Germany. And since the baht is tied to the U.S. dollar, the position of the 
baht has strengthened and relieved sneculative pressure for its devaluation. 


The forward cover rate -- used for baht purchases at banks at a specified future time 
at the current exchange rate -- now has dropped to "a very low level" of four satang 

a manth from around 20 satang a month quoted by commercial banks late last year during 
strong rumours of devaluation of the baht. "This shows," he said, "that people have 
more confidence in the baht. 


"They should have had confidence all along, because there was no reason for us to 
devalue the baht. The interest rate here was high while interest rates overseas were 
low, which meant there would be no capital outflow." 


He also said the country's trade and payment position improved last month following 
implementation of several monetary measures. The country had a surplus of payments 
of around 300 million baht in February. 


The governor defended tight money measures ordered early this year as "preemptive and 
necessary" for maintaining monetary and economic stability. 


While admitting that the measures have hurt some people, he felt the damage had been 
exaygerated by many of those concerned, Some, such as chit fund operators, had 

taken chances with their money, and now blamed the central bank for troubles in their 
operation. 


Mr Nukun said that monetary measures alone were not sufficient to help solve the trade 
deficit problem which stemmed from low exports and high imports. He suggested that 
private and government sectors should cooperate in export promotion. 


"Members of the private sector should cooperate among themselves and with the 
government while concerned government agencies should cooperate among themselves 
as well so as to set clear export operation guidelines for the private sector," 


He said various government agencies have been working to set out long-term and short - 
term plans to promote exports and such plans should be ready soon. They will try 

every possible way to keep costs of export products low so as to make them more competi- 
tive in the international market. 


Mr Nukun suggested that the government set up what he termed an "export expedition 

and promotion centre" to coordinate exports inside and outside the country. The 

centre should have enough power and authority to make decisions quickly so as to cope 
with fast-changing developments in trade. It should also have authority and bargaining 
power for foreign negotiations on trade matters, he said. 


Mr Nukun suggested that the government promote investments in export-oriented indus- 
tries. He said promotional privileges should go first to investors of projects using 
local raw materials, projects which use imported raw materials to produce high value- 
added products and the like. 


BRIEFS 


RICE TO MAURITANIA -- The Commerce Ministry has signed an agreement to export some 
100,000 tons of rice worth (60 million baht to Mauritania. It was the second govern- 
ment-to-government rice agreement with Mauritania, The deal covers 100,000 tons of 
special A-1 broken rice and 500 tons of 1 percent second grade. Delivery will be 
made in eight lots which begin in May, its weight ranging between 14,000-15,000 tons. 
[Text] [Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1230 GMT 15 Mar 84 BK] 
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ARMY PAPER ON FAILURE OF PRC MILITARY DOCTRINE 


BK211649 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 18 Mar 84 


[QUAN DOT NHAN DAN 18 March commentary: "Obvious Failure of the Military Doctrine of 
Using the Many To Crush the Few" 


[Text] The date 18 March 1983 saw the completion of the disorderly retreat of the 
aggressive Chinese Army to the other side of the Sino-Vietnamese border and marked 
Beijing's total failure in its war of aggression against Vietnam. Exactly 5 years have 
elapsed since then, but as observed by the Western and Beijing press alike the Vietnam 
trauma still continues to obsess the Chinese Army. The Vietnam trauma is heavily 
affecting an important military strategy of Maoism -- that of using a numerically 
superior military force to overwhelm the adversary and achieve the war objectives. 


In sending troops to invade Vietnam, Deng Xiaoping had plenty of confidence in the 
numerically overwhelming strength of the Chinese Army. Deng expected that in fielding 
a 600,000-strong army in a war of aggression, Beijing would be able to teach Vietnam a 
proper lesson. However, the one who wanted to use the many to crush the few had to 
learn a lesson of bitter failure. Beijing's war was not only costly in terms of human 
and material resources, but it also exposed the impotence of a reactionary Maoist mili- 
tary doctrine. 


The history of wars in Vietnam has many times demonstrated that being large in number 
does not necessarily mean strength, nor does being small in number mean weakness. Dur- 
ing their wars of aggression against Vietnam, the Chinese armies were always very large 
in number. However, being numerically superior but poorly organized and spiritually 
weak does not mean strength. Moreover, the larger an army, the more logistical diffi- 
culties it will encounter; a large army will have only a weak fighting strength unless 
its material needs are fully met. Our country's terrain of rugged mountains and numer- 
ous rivers and streams also causes more difficulties for the movement of a large army. 
On the other hand, a large but crudely equipped and poorly led army will only end up 
being a sitting duck in the face of a numerically small but well-equipped and combat- 
experienced adversary. 


This is not to mention that the number of troops the reactionary ruling circles in China 
can mobilize for a war of aggression against Vietnam is by no means endless. It is not 
easy for them to pitch the entire Chinese nation against Vietnam in an insane and unjust 
adventurous war of aggression. China's borders are tens of thousands of kilometers 
long, and as the Beijing ruling circles are always bent on making provocations to nibble 
at and occupy territories of its neighboring countries, the Chinese Army has to be 
stretched out on a long line and cannot concentrate too many of its forces in a single 
direction. 


Meanwhile, China's internal political situation remains constantly unstable. The 
Beijing reactionaries have acted against the people's will, thus losing public confi- 
dence and giving rise to internal strife and repeated rebellions. The Chinese Army, 
therefore, is charged with the two tasks of carrying out aggression against foreign 
countries and repressing the people at home. In sending too many forces past their 
country's borders to make war on foreign soil, the Chinese ruling circles may have to 
face the danger of rebellion inside China. 
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Realities have also shown that no matter how large an aggressive army may be, it 
cannot be larger than a whole nation where all the voung and old of both sexes stand 
up to struggle against aggression. Since time immemorial, the Vietnamese people's 
position of fighting the enemy has been one in which one and all fight in the same 
battle, meaning that the strength of the entire nation is mobilized for fighting the 
enemy. Today this fighting method has been raised by our party to a new height, 
creating an Offensive battle position with a massive combined strength. By rallying 
tne entire people's strength for fighting the enemy and by bringing into play our 
expertise in using the few to defeat the many, using the weak to fight the strong, 
and using handicaps to control advantages, our Army and people now as before are 
well-versed in the methods of cutting up the enemy, tightly encircling it, staging 
large-, medium-, and small-scale battles against it, fighting it with all methods 
and means available, and attacking it day and night, at every moment, and evervwhere. 


With these combat tactics, a seemingly larger enemy force can be made smaller while 

our force, though smaller, can turn out to be larger. This was clearly proved during 
the February 1979 war. Some 600,000 Chinese aggressors were made smaller in the face 

of the tight dragnet set up by our Army and people in the six northern border prov- 
inces. As a result, the aggressors were forced to flee back home. Deng Xiaoping, 

the one who haughtily thought he could use the many to crush the few, was criticized 

by hic own Chinese troops as being ignorant of all the factors concerning opportunities, 
terr. ... conditions, and popular support, which favored the Vietnamese side at the 

time he sent his troops on their aggressive mission. 


The inevitable logic of the doctrine of using an overwhelmingly large force is to 
send soldiers to their death without mercy provided that the goal of a battle or a 
war is achieved. It is Deng Xiaoping who told Brzezinski: To us, human losses do 
not mean anything, and it would be all right if 50,000 or even 500,000 soldiers were 
killed. Deng viewed a war between China and Vietnam as a race of casualties which, he 
thought, would certainly lead the Chinese Army to a victory thanks to its numerically 
superior force. But facts show that even with an exceedingly large number of troops, 
a commander cannot freely sacrifice his troops. Such a sacrifice, which might have 
been possible in ancient times with the use of soldiers from the enslaved peasant 
stock, is now more difficult to carry out. 


Politically, being driven into an unjust war of aggression, the Chinese people could no 
longer bear being used as cannon fodder for expansionist designs without displaying 

any reaction. Thus, the Chinese Army could also not bear their untold losses -- more 
than 62,000 casualties suffered in a short period of time. Any attempt to exceed 

this dangerous number of casualties would bring disester upon Deng Xiaoping himself 

and would not be tolerated by the Chinese people. 


Militarily, modern warfare is totally different from that in previous histcrical 
periods: The feudal and slavery periods as well as the recent period of history. 
Soldiers of a modern army must possess a certain level of cultural and technological 
knowledge, especially those who use complex and sophisticated weapons and equipment. 
The time for training in the use of modern weapons cannot be calculated in days or 
months, but in years. It is quite costly to train a soldier and make him combat 
proficient in modern warfare. Therefore, to lose one soldier also means to lose a 
certain amount of assets and money that are not easy or simple to replace. Also 
lost together with the lives of 62,000 Chinese soldiers were hundreds of artillery 
pieces and tanks and tens of thousands of machineguns, rifles, and so forth worth 
tens of billions of yuan. This was not easy for China's national budget to cover. 
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Everyone knows that in the protracted war of aggression against Vietnam, which left the 
bodies of hundreds of thousands of American soldiers on the battlefield, the United 
States had to bear the expenditures of war that went even beyond the capability of the 
super powerful U.S. economy. As China today is merely an impoverished friend of the 
United States, it is not easy for it to squander away its human and material resources. 


The disorderly retreat home of 600,000 Chinese soldiers who had invaded the 6 northern 
border provinces of our country, which ended on 18 March 1979, once again testified 

to the ignominious defeat of those who had long been accustomed to using the many to 
crush the few. It was the defeat of an outmoded and extremely reactionary military 
doctrine of Chinese Great-Han national expansionism and big-nation hegemonism, which 
is being pursued by the Maoists today. The only difference is that while the former 
Chinese feudalist dynasties sent their human waves to invade Vietnam and only ordered 
their retreat after having been beaten in one or more decisive strategic battles and 
after sustaining very heavy losses in human lives, materials and spiritual disintegra- 
tion, Deng Xiaoping's Chinese aggressor troops knew enough to beat back home immediately 
after butting their heads against the position of the Vietnamese people's war for the 
defense of their socialist fatherland. 


Feeling totally at a disadvantage after being duly punished on the forefront by the 
local revolutionary Vietnamese Armed Forces during the first hours and the first 

days, the Chinese aggressors were forced to withdraw all their troops early so as to 
avoid being bogged down and subjected to heavy strategic blows of annihilation 
unleashed by the heroic Vietnamese Armed Forces and people and to avoid further heavy 
losses of troops, which Zhongnanhai felt would be impossible to bear. However, 
historical facts also show that our northern enemy is extremely stubborn. It always 
sticks to its traditional military strategy of taking advantage of its national wealth 
and massive army to conquer its neighboring countries. It also considers its numerically 
large army as one of its strong points; if the invaded country cannot come up with a 
creative way to cope with this, our enemy may very well be able to use its numerical 
superiority to overwhelm its adversary and achieve the goal of the war. 


At present, the Chinese reactionaries have yet to renounce their scheme to take over 
Vietnam and the rest of Indochina in order to pave the way for their expansion to 
Southeast Asia. To realize this evil dream they continue to seek every means to develop 
the superiority derived from a population of 1 billion and a huge army of 4.5 
million. They are also intensively carrying out their program of four modernizations, 
the most important of which is military modernization with the aim of injecting more 
fighting strength into their massive army. In the face of this situation, our 

people and People's Armed Forces are resolved to constantly uphold vigilance, stand 
combat ready, and fight persistently to defend their fatherland, protect their peace- 
ful labor undertaking, and build socialism in our country. 


We are determined to continue to step up efforts to develop our economic and national 
defense potential and build our People's Armed Forces into numerically sufficient 

and high-quality forces capable of defeating all forms of aggressive wars that may 

be launched by the enemy on any scale. We are firmly convinced that no matter how 
massive an army the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists may raise and no matter how 
crafty and cunning they may be, they will only court ignominous defeat in a new 
Vietnamese lesson if they dare risk plunging into a new war of aggression against 
Vietnam. 
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HANOI CITES CHINESE CLANDESTINE BA YI RADIO 


Purge of Leftists in PRC 
OW190925 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 17 Mar 84 


[Text] The clandestine Ba Yi radio station broadcasting in Chinese again denounced, in a 
16 March article, the Chinese ruling circles headed by Deng Xiaoping for using the in- 
fluence of the left ideology label to purge those in the Army who disapproved of the 
Dengist policy. 


This radio station reported that the latest directive of the Central Military Commis- 
sion, with Deng as chairman, calls for good performance in the propaganda against leftist 
ideology and an end to left ideology in the Army. Some Chinese leaders have called for 

a strong denunciation of the three types of people in the Army, especially in Nanjing and 
Jiangsu Province and in the Chinese Air Force where, they maintain, the influence of left 
ideology is very serious. Yang Shangkun, while a leader of the Nanjing unit, also offer- 
ed a similar view. 


Ba Yi radio station pointed out: The so-called opposition to the hidden left ideology 
has resulted in the elimination of some 70 percent of old and middle-aged cadres from a 
number of units. Many more military cadres will continue to be purged. 


This radio station stressed: Painful historical experiences show that many large-scale 
rectification campaigns have brought about a great loss to the party and the Army. 


Commentary on PRC-U.S. Ties 
OW191043 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 16 Mar 84 


[Text] Ba Yi Radio, a clandestine Chinese radio, pointed out in a commentary on 14 March: 
The Chinese people should not only retaliate against the U.S. imperialists' aggressive 
acts but should also join the people of other countries in opposing the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ aggressive global policy. 


On Sino-U.S. relations, Ba Yi Radio said: As a matter of fact, there exist many deep- 
rooted and uncompromising class contradictions between China and the United States, the 
biggest imperialist country in the world. As is universally known, the aim of U.S. 
imperialism is to do its utmost to oppose the socialist and developing countries, as well 
as the revolutionary people of the world. U.S. global strategy is threatening peace, 
security, and sovereignty of the people of all countries, including China. Don't the 
Chinese leaders know these facts? However, certaincentral leaders have disregarded the 
U.S. imperialists' many shameless acts of aggression against other countries, espe- 
ciallyw.s. military invasion of Grenada, its threat to the revolution in Nicaragua, and 
its bloody intervention in Lebanon. The United States is intensifying its efforts to 
foster Japanese militarism, strengthen and expand the U.S.-Japanese military alliance, 
and form the Washington-Tokyo-Seoul anti-communist bloc. Currently, the U.S. imperial- 
ists and their South Korean puppets are conducting provocative military exercises in 
areas near the Chinese border. 


Ba Yi Radio emphasized: Regrettably, some central authorities still insist on improving 
Sino-U.S. relations at any cost. They are overcautious about offending the Americans. 
For this reason, they dare not attack strongly the U.S. imperialists’ aggressive acts. 
Such behavior is extremely unwise. 


Ba Yi Radio added: We should clearly see that the U.S. Government is pursuing a two- 
China policy. The U.S. imperialists’ anti-China activities are still the components of 


their global strategy. 
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In conclusion, the Ba Yi commentary said: The Chinese people should not only retaliate 
against the U.S. imperialists' aggressive acts but should also join the people of other 
countries in opposing the U.S. imperialists’ aggressive global policy. The Chinese 
people should support the anti-U.S. struggles of the people of various countries, near or 
remote from China, and form an anti-U.S. united front with the people of various coun- 
tries. Only in this way, can we effectively resist the U.S. imperialists" aggressive 
policy, powerfully retaliate against the U.S. imperialists’ anti-China activities 

in connection with the Taiwan question, stop their interference in China's internal 
affairs, and safeguard our national sovereignty. 


CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE CHANGE BY PRC DENIED 


OW221219 Hanoi VNA in English 0759 GMT 22 Mar 84 
[China's Motive Behind Renewed Chemical Warfare Charge" -- VNA headline] 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 21 -- China recently joined the United States and some other 
Western countries in using the Pol Pot gang as a tool to renew their charge that Vietnam 
had used chemical weapons in Kampuchea. This is nothing new. 


As carly as 1976 when the Lao Revolutionary Army wiped out the CIA-created Meo (H'mong) 
bandits, the U.S. and its stooges already clamoured about Vietnam using chemical weapons 
against the H'mong minority in Laos. 


Again, in 1979, after the fall of the Pol Pot regime and the success of the Kampuchean 
revolution the U.S. and China renewed the shop-worn charge, this time adding the Soviet 
Union to the list, claiming that the latter has used chemical weapons in Afghanistan. 

At the 35th session of the U.N. General Assembly, the U.S. pressurized other countries 

to adopt the 35/144G resolution which called for an investigation into the so-called "use 
of chemical weapons in Kampuchea and Afghanistan" and the setting up of a U.N. expert 
team to conduct the investigation. 


In a letter dated Feb 21, 1984 to the U.N. secretary general, the U.S. Government claimed 
that chemical weapons and toxins had been used in Afghanistan, Kampuchea and Laos yet, 

it failed to produce any new evidence. But this time the U.S. had to lower its tone 
compared with the virulent language it used in 1980, 1981 and 1982 which was a tacit 
admission of its failure. 


Meanwhile, China, as a French proverb runs, is more royalist than the king. It mobilized 
its media to reproduce the rubbish put out by the Pol Pot gang and Thailand in hopes of 
discrediting Vietnam in the eyes of the world. But world scientists have come up with 
new testimonies to prove that the so-called "yellow rain" story spread by Washington and 
Beijing has been a big hoax. 


In a letter to the Vietnamese mission to the United Nations, professor A.M. Pfeiffer of 
the Montana University excerpted many articles in different science bulletins to refute 
the U.S. charge. For instance, an article carried in the London paper GUARDIAN on 
November 3, 1983, said: 


"The weakness of the American claims is demonstrated by the fact that no other government 
defence laboratory has been able to establish the presence of fungal toxins in the 

yellow (?spots) from Southeast Asia. Our own chemical defence establishment at Broton 
Down has not found anything and neither has the Australian defence laboratory. 
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"What of the presence of mycotoxins in blood and tissue samples collected from some 
Laotian and Kampuchean refugees? It must be said that these findings are more con- 
sistent with the toxins having been grown in mouldy food than with ingestion as a result 
of some kind of aerial spraying. The analysis of the tissue samples removed when an 
autopsy was made on a Kampuchean soldier five weeks after a reputed chemical attack 
revealed the presence of higher concentrations of toxins in the stomach and intestines 
than in other organs." 


In a letter published in the October 28 issue of the American journal SCIENCE, Prof. 
Meselson and three colleagues said that these findings would suggest the soldier had 
eaten mouldy food a day or two before he died. 


"For this reason, Meselson and his colleagues believe that there may indeed by a 
mycotoxin problem in Southeast Asia but that is not related to chemical warfare. The 
cause is contaminated food." 


Above are only a few among the numerous refutations of the chemical attack charge and 
they came from independent science authorities. 


Today, nobody would question the political motivation behind the slander campaign. In 
fact, it is but a product of Sino-U.S. collusion, a continuation of their cold-war 
policy, an excuse to revive the so-called "Kampuchean and Afghan problems", and also 
to provide a cover for the frantic production of chemical and bacterial weapons in the 
U.S. Last but not least, it is a clumsy attempt to white-wash the debt Washington is 
owing to the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, victims of its chemical warfare, 
and also its debt to the American and Australian veterans who are still suffering from 
the grisly effects of the toxic substances used by the Pentagon in the Vietnam war. 


For their part, the Chinese expansionists in chiming in with the United States, have 
their own objective. By again charging Vietnam with using chemical weapons, it wishes 
to give a new lease on the life of the socalled "Kampuchean problem" with the aim of 
undermining the trend of dialogue between Southeast Asian countries, and covering up 
its heinous crimes committed against the Vietnamese people during its aggressive 
war of February 1979. 


PHAM VAN DONG RECEIVES POLISH CULTURAL GROUP 


OW221656 Hanoi VNA in English 1533 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 22 -- Pham Van Dong, Political Bureau member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee and chairman of the Council of Minister, received a 
delegation of the Polish Ministry of Culture and Arts headed by Minister Kazimierz 
Zygulski, in Hanoi March 18. 


Present at the reception were Nguyen Van Hieu, minister of culture and president of 
the Vietnam-Poland Friendship Association; and Nong Quoc Chan, vice-minister of culture. 
Polish Ambassador Bronislaw Musiela was also present at the reception. 


During its stay the delegation was also received by Hoang Tung, secretary of the C.P.V. 
Central Committee. It laid a wreath at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, held talks with a 
delegation of the Vietnamese Ministry of Culture on the strengthening of cultural 
cooperation between the two countries, and toured Ho Chi Minh City. 
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LAO PARTY GREETED ON FOUNDING ANNIVERSARY 


BK221243 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 21 Mar 84 


[Text] On 20 March, the CPV Central Committee sent a message of greetings to the 
LPRP Central Committee on the occasion of the 29th founding anniversary of the 
glorious LPRP. 


The message said: Over the past few years, in light of the resolution of the third 

LPRP Congress and the subsequent resolutions of your party Central Committee plenums, 
the Lao people of various nationalities have ceaselessly maintained their unity, highly 
developed their revolutionary heroism, overcome all difficulties, and continued to 
frustrate the policy of multifaceted sabotage of the Chinese expansionists and hege- 
monists in collusion with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces. This 

has enabled the revolutionary administration to be further consolidated with every day; 
national security and defense to be ensured; the armed forces to grow constantly; 
economic restoration, construction, and transformation to develop; education to continue 
scoring new achievements; the people's material and spiritual life to be basically 
stabilized; and the LPDR's international prestige and stature to be constantly enhanced. 


The achievements recorded by the Lao people have made important contributions to the 
common struggle of the peoples of the three Indochinese countries and other socialist 
states for peace, stability, and cooperation in Southeast Asia and for the cause of 
peace of the world's people. The Vietnamese communists and the entire Vietnamese people 
warmly greet your great and comprehensive victories and consider them as our own. 


The message went on to say: Developing the revolutionary traditions of the Indochinese 
Communist Party, over the past 29 years our two parties have always stayed closely 
united, assisted each other, fought together, and won victories together. The special 
relations and all-round cooperation between Vietnam and Laos, which have been tested 

and tempered through various stages of revolution in the two countries, have been 
increasingly consolidated and developed and endowed with a new quality, so much so that 
they can in no way be broken by the enemy, no matter how cruel and perfidious he may be. 


The summit conference of the three Indochinese countries held in early 1983 and our two 
parties’ recent resolutions on Vietnamese-Lao relations were of extremely important 
historical significance, marking a new developmental step of the militant alliance and 
special relations between Vietnam and Laos. The Vietnam-Laos-Kampuchea solidarity and 
cooperation on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and socialist internationalism are the 
factors that guarantee the success of each country's revolution. They constitute the 
common strength of all the three nations and are important factors ensuring peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia. Together with the three countries’ solidarity and coopera- 
tion with the Soviet Union and other socialist states, the Vietnam-Laos-Kampuchea soli- 
darity and cooperation are also the foremost factor in advancing each country's cause 
of socialist construction and national defense to total victory. 


On this occasion, on behalf of the Communist Party and people of Vietnam, we would like 
to sincerc.y thank the LPRP, Government, and fraternal people of Laos once again for 
their wholehearted assistance and support to the Vietnamese people's cause of building 
and defending socialism. . 


We wish the fraternal Lao people's lofty revolutionary cause new and greater victories. 
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May the militant solidarity, fraternal friendship, and all-round cooperation between 
our two parties and peoples be evergreen and everlasting. 


NHAN DAN HAILS LAO PARTY'S ANNIVERSARY 


OW221147 Hanoi VNA in English 0713 GMT 22 Mar 84 


{[Text! Hanoi VNA March 22 -- The success of the Lao revolution has actively contri- 
buted to the struggle of the peoples in Southeast Asia and the world as a whole for 
peace, national independence, democracy and social progress, thereby further raising 
the international prestige of Laos, says NHAN DAN in an article today marking the 29th 
anniversary of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party. 


The paper says "over the past decade, the courageous and hard-working Lao people, 
united around the L.P.R.P., have obtained major achievements in national construction 
and defence. The three-year plan (1978-80) was completed with a gross national product 
value increasing by 43 percent and a per capita income by 40 percent. The First 
Five-Year Plan (1981-85), is expected to be fulfilled satisfactorily. The communists 
and the entire prople of Vietnam note with joy that the special Vietnamese-Lao soli- 
darity, tempered in the common struggle against colonialism, imperialism and feudalism, 
has become a pure international relationship, and an invincible force taking the 
revolutionary cause of the two peoples forward. 


"The vivid reality of socialism is being gradually confirmed on the whole of the Indo- 
chinese peninsula. The position and strength of the Lao, Vietnamese and Kampuchean 
revolutions have been constantly consolidated and developed despite the frenzied 
sabotage by the Chinese expansionists in collusion with imperialist and other reaction- 
ary forces. The Vietnamese-Lao-Kampuchean revolutionary solidarity, an immortal epic 
about the combination of genuine patriotism and noble internationalism, and their 
solidarity and cooperation with the other socialist conuntries, will forever be a 
boundless source of strength for the three peoples. The special Vietnamese-Lao rela- 
tionship, based on the treaty of friendship and cooperation between the two countries 
and on the statement of the Vientiane summit in February 1983, has become an important 
factor guaranteeing the success of the revolution of each country”. 


NHAN DAN quotes General Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan as saying that as in the past the 
Lao people will always stand by the side of the Vietnamese people and will do all they 
can to contribute to the victory of their brothers and close comrades. "We pledge to 
constantly foster the noble militant friendship and fraternity between Vietnam and 
Laos, a precious asset of the revolutionary cause of the two countries, so as to make 
it evergreen" says NHAN DAN in conclusion. 


FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUES STATEMENT ON U.S. ACTIONS 


OW221600 Hanoi VNA in English 1537 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 22 -- The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry today issued a statement 
condemning the U.S. imperialists for increasing their threat of aggression against 
Nicaragua. 


The statement reads in full as follows: "Since last February 1984, while the 
Nicaraguan people are actively preparing for the first free election in their history, 
the U.S. imperialists have intensified and broadened their multifaceted war of sabotage 
against the Republic of Nicaragua. They have sent aircraft and warships to bombard 
economic centres and vital communication arteries in Nicaragua, and mined ships 
entering Nicaraguan ports, carrying out in effect a blockade against those ports. 
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"Under the pretext of joint military exercises, the U.S. has sent dozens of warships 

into the Caribbean Sea and more than 2,500 troops into Honduras bordering on Nicaragua 
and Fl Salvador, increasing its direct involvement in that region. Obviously these are 
new, extremely dangerous steps of military escalation taken by the U.S. imperialists in 
an attempt to wage a large-scale war of aggression against Nicaragua and oppose the 
national liberation movement in Central America, seriously jeopardizing peace and stabil- 
ity in the region. 


"The people and the government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam energetically con- 
demn those extremely dangerous acts of military escalation and threat of aggression of 
the U.S. imperialists, and resolutely demand that the U.S. stop at once all plots and 
acts of aggression against Nicaragua and other countries in the region, withdraw immed- 
jately their troops and war means from Central America, and serjously respond to the 
legitimate demands expressed in the recent four-point proposal of the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment as well as to the efforts of the Contadora Group for a political solution to the 
conflict in Central America. 


"The people and the government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam once again reaffirm 
their unshakable militant solidarity with the fraternal Nicaraguan people in their 
national defence and construction, fully support tte March 13, 1984 appeal of the junta 
of the Government for National Reconstruction of Nicaragua, and firmly believe that the 
heroic Nicaraguan people, under the leadership of the Sandinista National Liberation 
Front and the Government for National Reconstruction, will foil all hostile acts of the 
U.S. imperialists and their henchmen, and successfully defend their beloved homeland and 
revolutionary gains, thereby actively contributing to the cause of peace and stability 
in Latin America and other parts of the world". 


FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH RETURNS HOME 


BK231106 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 23 Mar 84 
[Text] Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach returned to Hanoi on Friday after visiting 
Indonesia and Australia. He was welcomed at the airport by delegated Minister Vo Dong 


Giang. Mr Thach's mission 4n Indonesia and Australia is reported to be very successful. 


TRUONG CHINH GREETS PAKISTAN ON NATIONAL DAY 


OW221700 Hanoi VNA in English 1535 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 22 -- President of the State Council Truong Chinh today sent his 
warm congratulations to Mohammad Ziaul Haq; president of the Islamic Republic of Pakis- 
tan on the National Day of the Republic. 


The message said: 'May the people of Pakistan be prosperous and happy. ‘May the 
friendsh.p between the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan be increasingly consolidated and developed. "Please accept, Excellency, my 
best wishes for your good health and the assurances of my highest consideration". 


Also on this occasion, Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach has extended his greetings t» 
his Pakistani counterpart, Sahabzada Yaqub Ali Khan. 


[V. 23 Mar 84 K LO VIETNAM 


OW220557 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1L1LOO GMT 20 Mar 8&4 


[Text] On 19 March, the Central Administrative School under the Council of Ministers 
opened the second refresher course on state management for high- and middle-level cadres 
from various services at the central and local levels, with a view to increasing the 
effectiveness of managerial work and strengthening the state machinery's operations. 


Comrade To Huu, Political Bureau member of the party Central Committee and vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, attended the opening ceremony and addressed the students. 
Also attending were the comrade representatives of the State and Law Institute under the 
USSR Academy of Sciences, and of the Soviet Embassy to the SRV. 


Some 217 high- and middle-level cadres from 49 services and central organs and from 38 
provinces and cities in the country are students at the refresher course. The Central 
Administrative School has invited a number of teachers and experts of the State and Law 
Institute under the USSR Academy of Sciences to teach at this refresher course on state 
management, on basic issues concerning the state and the laws, and on the practical tasks 
in socialist state management. 


In his address, Comrade To Huu pointed out the significance and importance of training 
and improving the skills of state management cadres, with a view to meeting requirements 
for the management of state, economic, and social affairs and to further strengthening 
the state apparatus. He urged the school's cadres and students to firmly grasp the line 
and policies of the party and state, implement the teaching and learning guidelines, 
coordinate theory with practice, strive to gain benefits from the Soviet experts' 
assistance in teaching and learning, and on this basis, heighten their knowledge and 
capability in matters of organization and work implementation, and contribute to making 
the state apparatus’ operations even more effective. 


On this occasion, Comrade To Huu expressed thanks to the party and the state of the 
Soviet Union and to the Soviet teachers and experts for their assistance to the school 
and refresher course. 


BRIEFS 


DAC LAC RADIOS -- To date Dac Lac Province has a total of 03 grass-roots level wired 
radio stations serving the people on a regular basis. Of this figure, 12 belong to 
districts and cities, 47 to cooperatives and villages, and 44 to state farms, state 
forests, and so forth. In the recent past the editorial staff members and story contri- 
butors of these stations have been given training to improve their professional knowledge 
in service of the people. [Summary] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 

15 Mar 84 BK] 


SOVIET SALLORS DECORATED -- According to TASS, on 15 March at the port city of Odessa, 
Comrade (Nguyen Mach Cuong), trade attache of our country's embassy in the Soviet Union, 
presented on behalf of our government the Friendship Order and badges of honorary 
citizenship of Ho Chi Minh City to all the crewmembers of a Soviet tugboat in recognition 
of their effort to tow a large-capacity floating dock manufactured by the Soviet Union 
from the southern Ukraine to Ba Son shipyard in Ho Chi Minh City within 3 months. 
[Summary] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 17 Mar 84 BK} 
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FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH PRC 


BK221625 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 12 Mar 84 p 1 


[Excerpt] It is difficult for Indonesia to normalize relations with the PRC as long as 
Beijing continues to support the activities of Communist parties in Southeast Asia, 

which also means supporting the Indonesian Communist Party [PKI], already declared 

a banned party by the government. "As long as the PRC does not remove its support, it 

is difficult for Indonesia to normalize relations," Foreign Minister Mokhtar 
Kusumaatmaja told newsmen following his meeting with President Suharto at the presiden- 
tial palace on Cendana Street on Saturday [10 March]. Mokhtar's statement is in response to 
the proposal made by Adam Malik in Jakarta the previous Wednesday, who believes that it 
is time to restore relations with the PRC. 


According to Mokhtar, if Sino-Indonesian relations are restored, Indonesia wants them 
to be true good relations without direct or indirect interference. However, he said, 
the facts show that up to now China does not want to abandon its political backing of 
Communist parties in Southeast Asia. According to the foreign minister, PRC support to 
the Communist parties in Southeast Asia, including the PKI, is not an invented problem 
but has clearly been PRC policy up to now. For example, China stated this to Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed when asked about the problem during his previous visit 
to China. Ye’ 


Foreign Minister Mokhtar pointed out that "from that point of view, it is still premature 
to restore relations." The normalization of relations withthe condition that the PRC 
abandons its support to Communist Party movements in Southeast Asia, including Indonesia, 
has been established Indonesian Government policy since long ago. 


Mokhtar also reiterated that it is unnecessary to link the settlement of the Kampuchean 
problem with the normalization of relations between Indonesia and China as proposed by 
former Vice President and Foreign Minister Adam Malik. The senior statesman expressed 
the hope that Indonesia would play a decisive role in the settlement of the Kampuchecn 
problem, and at the same time normalize relations with China. Adam Malik's reasoning is 
that, among the ASEAN member countries, Indonesia is regarded by China as the only 
country which can talk firmly, determinedly, and straightforwardly to China. 


According to Foreign Minister Mokhtar, the Kampuchean problem is ASEAN's common problem, 
while the normalization of relations with China is a bilateral problem directly involv- 
ing Indonesian national interests and should be fully considered based on our own 
national interest. 


SON SANN PROPOSES CONFERENCE ON KAMPUCHEA 


BK211019 Jakarta International Service in English 0800 GMT 21 Mar 84 


[Text] Prime Minister of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchean Son Sann has 
proposed Bandung in Indonesia as the venue of a conference on the solution to the 
Kampuchean problem to guarantee peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


At a news conference at the Halim Perdanakusumah Airport Tuesday afternoon moments before 
he left for Bangkok, Son Sann said that he had been impressed and moved to see again 

the documents of the Afro-Asian conference of 1955 at the Gedung Merdeka Museum in 
Bandung. His impression of the documents, he said, has inspired him to propose a 
conference in Bandung on Kampuchea. Son Sann said his proposal was particularly addressed 
to Vietnam, which he believed would hold on to the principles and spirit of Bandung. 
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MALAYSIA 


SULTAN OF BRUNEI CONCLUDES 3-DAY VISIT 


BK220940 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0600 GMT 22 Mar 84 


[Texc] The sultan of Brunei Darussalam, Sir Muda Hassanal Bolkiah, and Paduka Sri Raja 
Iscteri Pengiran Anak Zaleha [the sultan's wife] left for home this morning, ending a 
3-day visit to Malaysia. The sultan and the 3l-member royal entourage were seen off at 
the Kuala Lumpur International Airport by their majesties, the king and queen; Acting 
Prime Minister Datuk Musa Hitam and his wife, Datin Mariah; and also present were the 
minister of foreign affairs, Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, and che minister of education, 
Datuk Dr Sulaiman Haji Daud. 


BRIEFS 


PREFERENTIAL TRADE EXPORTS -- Malaysian exports under the ASEAN preferential trade 
arrangement, PTA, increased in value by 160 percent last year over the 1982 total. The 
minister of trade and industry, Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, said the increase was from 
15.5 million to 40.5 million ringgit. The much increased export performance is due to 
increase in demand and economic recovery in the industrialized countries. Tengku 
Rithauddeen was speaking at the launching of the practical guidebook to the ASEAN PTA at 
his ministry in Kuala Lumpur. He also disclosed that the PTA list, covering 13,000 
items, now will be extended from time to time. [Excerpt] [Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0600 GMT 16 Mar 84 BK] 
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MINDANAO COLUMNIST DISCUSSES U.S. BASE ISSUES 


HK230209 Devao City MINDANAO TIMES in English 10 Mar 84 p 2 


{"Times Dialogue" Column by Jose ],. Angliongto: "Is Compensation for the Use of 
Philippine Bases Aid or Rent?"] 


[Text] The U.S. House of Representative Foreign Affairs Committee had voted to uphold 
the Asia and Pacific subcommittee under the chairmanship of Congressman Stephen J. 
Solarz. 


Under the recent bases agreement entered between U.S. Government represented by 
Ambassador Armacost and Philippines by Anbassador Romualdez, the Philippine Government 
will continue to allow U.S. Government to use the Subic Naval Base and Clark Airbase 
for the next five years for a total rental of $900 million. The U.S. Government how- 
ever terms it as economic and military aid, and its annual breakdown will be $95 mil- 
lion in military aid and $85 million in economic aid. 


However, when the bases agreement was submitted to the subcommittee of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for appropriation, the aid packages were revised so that the mili- 
tary aid was reduced to $25 million annually while the economic aid was increased to 
$155 million. 


Actually we agree with the change in emphasis on economic aid because at present our 
countiy is in economic crisis and needs more economic aid than military build up since 
we are not facing any immediate danger of foreign invasion or threat. But we deplore 
the manner with which the U.S. House of Representatives' subcommittee unilaterally 
revised the bases agreement and placed the Philippine Government in an embarrassing 
position. 


If the Philippine Government agrees to accept the new packages of economic and military 
aid, it will be tantamount to acknowledging that the $900 million payment is a U.S. 
dole-out and not the rental paid for the use of the bases here. The difference between 
"aid" and "rental" is: in the form of "aid" the Philippines being the recipient has 
absolutely no say whatsoever with the payment. While under ‘'rental" the Philippine 
Government being the "lessor" and the U.S. the "lessee", the U.S. Government has no other 
choice except to abide by the lease agreement stipulated between the two parties. 


In the light of the above facts, let us therefore interpret the payment made by the U.S. 
Government for the use of our Subic Bay and Clark Airbase. Are not the bases real 
estates under the territory of Philippine Government? How could U.S. Government dictate 
terms for using the bases without the consent of Philippine Government who is the 
sovereign owner of the bases? The least the U.S. House of Representatives could do is 
to return the whole bases agreement for renegotiation but not unilaterally revise it. 

It is an insult to the sovereignty of the Philippine nation. 


We have been very sympathetic and understanding with the need of U.S. Government for our 
bases in point of global st ility. However, we cannot accept abuse and insult from 
our "tenant". If the U.S. vovernment believes that it doesn't need our bases it can 
always remove the bases and leave our country. For by allowing the U.S. bases in the 
Philippines, we, too, are exposing our country to Soviet missile threats at Cam Ranh 
Bay and Da Nang now established to counteract the U.S. Subic and Clark bases here. 
Without the bases we could always join the non-aligned club and truly declare our region 
as zone of peace and neutrality. It is in this light, that we hope the U.S. House of 
Representative, as a whole, will keep their national interest and global stability 
above their internal partisan politics and keep their hands off from the internal 
affairs of friendly allies. Or else, they will find out one day that they are isolated 
and without friends or allies. 
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$2 BILLION NEEDED TO SERVICE DEBTS FOR YEAR 
HK230207 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Mar 84 p 2 


[Report: "Even with Moratorium Extension, RP Needs $2B to Service Debts Falling Due 
This Year" ] 


[Text] Even if the current 180-day moratorium is extended for the entire year, the 
country will still need at least $2 billion for interest payments and amortization of 
official loans due this year, Central Bank sources disclosed. 


The $2 billion is more than half the $3.5 billion in foreign exchange receipts expected 
from exports and services for 1984. The sources said that since the bulk of the foreign 
exchange receipts will have to be used to finance the minimum import requirements of 
industry and agriculture this year, the $2 billion will have to come from the $3.3 
billion in new loans the Philippines is requesting from both official sources and inter- 
national banks. 


Under the terms of the moratorium, the suspension of debt servicing covers only principal 
payments on maturing external debt from international banks. Excluded from the mora- 
torium are all interest payments and principal amortization on obligations from official 
sources such as multilateral institutions and foreign governments. 


BUSINESS DAY learned that the amount the country needs for its 1984 debt servicing 
total $2.26 billion. This is made up of interest payments amounting to $1.3 billion, 
principal payments on official credits of $570 million, and Central Bank arrearages for 
November and December amounting to $390 million. The $2.26 billion in debt servicing 
this year excludes payments for other types of foreign exchange obligations due this 
year such ¢s maturing deposits of offshore banks course through local commercial banks 
through the so-called swap arrangements and maturing dollar-denominated securities. 


WORRY: Sources in the foreign banking community here are starting to worry that the 
delay in the negotiations for a debt rescheduling, which also involves the international 
banks’ agreement to extend a new $1.65-million loan this year, is endangering the capa- 
bility of the country to honor its required debt servicing for this year. 


Central Bank Governor Jose B. Fernandez Jr. has estimated that an agreement with all the 
banks may be made by August at the earliest. However, foreign bankers are calculating 
that the $1.65 billion the international banks would be extending will not be disbursed 
on a lump sum basis, but will be, as in the case of Latin American countries which 
rescheduled their debts, made dependent on the International Monetary Fund's staggered 
releases of its $630-million credit line. 


There is also little possibility for government to ask for a suspension of other types 
of payments not currently included in the standstill arrangement. U.S. banks to which 
the country owes the bulk of its external debt, have been firm on their position that 
the country should incur no arrearages on its interest payments. This is because under 
U.S. laws, loans on which interest is past due 90 days or longer must be considered as 
non-performing assets. A classification of these loans as non-performing assets -- will 
result in a substantial drop in the banks' earnings as reported under U.S. regulations. 


There is also only a slim chance for the country to ease its debt burden this year 
through the alternative of suspending principal payments on official credits. First of 
all, both the World Bank a:d the IMF has an inflexible policy of treating all due 
accounts as comprising a default. Secondly, negotiations for a restructuring of loans 
from foreign governments can be done only after the IMF executive board formally 
approves the Philippine request for standby credit. 
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WB FIGURES: Without the moratorium, the country's debt servicing would have been consi- 
derably more than the $2.26 billion programmed for this year. The World Bank's latest 
(1983-1984) edition for its world Debt Tables reported that the Philippine's total debt 
servicing in 1982 already reached $2.047 billion. Based on data from the Bank of Inter- 
national Settlements, the World Bank projects debt service solely on the basis of the 
external debt of government (including private sector loans it guaranteed). For the 
Philippines, this will amount to $1.395 billion in 1983 and $1.590 billion for 1984, 
According to the World Bank's 1984 projections, the country's public debt service for 
1984 consists of $786.8 million in principal payments and $803.5 million in interest 
charges. Obligations to official creditors amount to $581.4 million while those to pri- 
vate creditors, $1,008.9 million. 


AFP: IMELDA MARCOS TO SEEK ASSEMBLY SEAT 


OW230429 Hong Kong AFP in English 0412 GMT 23 Mar 84 
[By Teodoro Benigno] 


[Excerpts] Manila, March 23 (AFP) -- Imelda Marcos, wife of Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos, is determined to run for a Manila seat in the May 14 National Assembly 
elections, sources close the the first lady told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS today. <A wave of 
petitions emanating from various sectors of society, the sources said, has deluged the 
office of Mrs Marcos during the past week "pleading that she run" and she could announce 
her candidacy March 27, the opening of the 45-day electoral campaign. 


Mrs Marcos herself could not immediately be contacted for comment. Her last word in the 
subject was on February 12 when she said "there are no if"s or buts; I am not seeking 
reelection to the assembly in May."" The day before, Mrs Marcos was quoted as telling a 
group of newsmen that she might run because "I cannot deny the people. The party I can 
deny, but not the people." 


Mrs Marcos also told the Foreign Correspondents Association of the Philippines last 
September she was "irrevocably" resigning her post in the government and would not run 
for reelectionto the National Assembly. 


Mrs Marcos, concurrently human settlements minister and Metro Manila governor, according 
to the same sources, is determined to run for reelection despite President Marcos" recent 
announcement against members of the same family running for elective posts. President 
Marcos said he had turned down many popular petitions for his daughter Imee, his eldest 
child, and Ferdinand Jr., governor of Ilocos Norte Province, to be KBL candidates in the 
May 14 polls. 


MARCOS WARNS ARMED FORCES ON PARTISAN POLITICS 


OW221427 Quezon City RPN Television Netwuck in English 1100 CMT 22 Mar 84 


[Text] Military and police officers should not involve themselves in partisan politics 
in the coming Batasan elections. The president issued this warning during the 87th 
anniversary celebration of the Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP] at Camp Aguinaldo. 
The president directed all military commanders to stress this policy during troop forma- 
tion hours and impress upon every soldier and policeman the need to strictly comply with 
this policy. Joel Barotilla has the details: 


[Begin recording] [Barotilla] Today's celebration was the first observance of the AFP's 
new foundation day. It was on March 22, 1897, that the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
was founded along with the proclamation of the revolutionary government during the 
(Therols) Convention. 
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The highlights of the 87th anniversary of the Armed Forces was a parade and review parti- 
cipated in by elements of the four major services -- the PC [Philippine Constabulary], 


Army, Navy, and Air Force, 


The president, who, as commander in chief, was guest of honor, presented awards and cita- 
tions to outstanding men and units of the Armed Forces, including a posthumous award for 
the late Captain General (Artenuo Ricarte), the first chief of staff of the Revolutionary 
Army. In his speech, the president spelled out in clear terms the government policy 
against military involvement in partisan politics. 


[Marcos] And sure there will be pressure from every side. But every soldier must 

summon the will to resist any pressure or enticement. ‘The role of the Armed Forces is to 
safeguard the electoral process every step of the way so that our people can express 
their will freely and clearly. Tie forthcoming elections constitute an important turning 
point in national life when decisions must be made by our people about the future shape 
and course of government. 


The campaign will bring to light the various political faiths contending for the elec- 
torate support for the party in power which is prepared to rise or fall on the platform 
of nationalism and national self-reliance, on unity and social justice, on freedom of 
belief as well as internationalism, and for others which believe, otherwise, the worst, 
which serve as surrogates to the interest of foreigners. (?If so), you in the Armed 
Forces may take different attitudes towards these positions submitted to our people for 
their support in the coming elections. 


It's perfectly within your right to vote according to your conscience and faith, but in 
that role reposed in you as guardian of peace and public order during the conduct of the 
campaign and elections, you are not partisans. 


[Barotilla] During the program, the president also signed several decrees, equalizing 
the pension rates of retirees, reducing the number of years of service before a member of 
the Women's Auxiliary Corps can marry, and promoting some officers to higher ranks. The 
first couple also unveiled a bust of Gen (Ricarde) at the AFP headquarters and a mural of 
the (Teherols) Convention at the Officer's Club. [end recording] 


NPA ATTACKS ARMY OUTPOST IN AGUSAN DEL NORTE 


HK200626 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in Tagalog 1000 GMT 19 Mar 84 


[Text] A lieutenant and a soldier of the Philippine Army were killed when their station 
at Agusan del Norte was attacked by rebels. Four other soldiers were also wounded in the 
incident. The victims were identified as Lieutenant Rodolfo Valenzuela and Private, 
First Class Alberto Garcia. The report said some civilians were also hurt by stray 
bullets. 


Involved was the 1403 Airborne Army Detachment stationed at Dona Rosario Tunay [name 
indistinct] town. Sixty heavily armed communist rebels are known to be operating in the 
area under NPA Commander Sulok. The NPA raiders made off with 10 Armalite rifles, 

1 M-203, 1 Garrand, and 7,000 pesos. The money was supposed to be the salary for CSCS 
members of [words indistinct] in Agusan del Norte. 
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